Suata teen more ed 
EON MES 
Sa oaeiey eo eigen 


prea hnkl oe es 
EEE tai 


Drees 
Errol oe 


scanatig sie 
reece 
ieSisieecdeaes 
eats 


Tanne 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https ://archive.org/details/ourglorioushopeO000Ojjro 


Our Glorious Hope 


By Rev. J. J. Ross, D.D. 


The Kingdom in Mystery. 
George Wheaton Taft, D.D. (President, Northern 
Bap. Theological Seminary), says : 
« A devout and earnest student, an aggressive and 
wise leader and a positive and fearless Christian, who 
believes in the authority and integrity of the Bible.” 


Thinking Through the New Testa- 


ment. An Outline Study of Every Book in the 
New Testament 


A volume for the individual student as well 
as for classes and study groups. His method is 
simple, direct, yet comprehensive. Subjects are 
clearly classified and subdivided with unusual point 
and carefulness, 


Our Glorious Hope. A Study of the Nature, 


Ground and Influence of the Glorious Hope of Our 
Lord’s Second Coming 4 


Daniels Half-Week Now Closing. 


A Study of Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy 
Weeks 


The true signigcancel design and time application 
of Gabriel’s Vision, contained in thc Ninth Chapter of 


Hai aK of Daniel using the Bible alone to explain 
itse 


Our Glorious Hope 


A Study of the Nature, Ground, Con- 
tent and Influence of the Glorious 
Hope of Our Lord’s Second Coming 


By 
J-{, ROSS, D. D: 

Pastor Second Baptist Church, Chicago 
Lecturer in New Testament Introduction and Analysis 
in the Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago 

Author of ‘' The Kingdom in Mystery,” \' Think- 


ing Through the New Testament,’’ and 
‘* Daniel's Half-Week Now Closing’’ 


Introduction by 
A. T. ROBERTSON, D. D., LL. D. 


LIBRARY 
THE MASTER'S COLLEGE 
NEWHALL, CALIFORNI 


New YorRK ee 
Fleming H. Revell Company 
LONDON AND EDINBURGH 


—_ FE 


Copyright, 1922, by 
FLEMING H,. REVELL COMPANY 


New York: 158 Fifth Avenue 
Chicago: 17 North Wabash Ave. 
London: 21 Paternoster Square 
Edinburgh: 75 Princes Street 


To the dear memory 
_ f 
JEAN VIVIAN ROSS 
our beloved daughter 
thts book ts 
affectionately and gratefully dedicated 


Commen datory 


O those who believe that during the pres- 

ent dispensation, it is the mission of the 

Church under the tutelage of the Holy 

Spirit, to understand and to transmit to others all 
the treasures of Divine wisdom contained in the 
Word of God, the present treatise will furnish an 
able and welcome aid for the accomplishment of 
this purpose. “Our Glorious Hope,” moreover, 
should prove an enlightening and Spiritual stimu- 
lus to every Christian who loves Jesus Christ and 
longs for His return. Among the many books on 
this subject, which have recently appeared, none 
presents a more lucid, logical, and Scriptural argu- 
ment for the literal, personal, and visible coming 
of Christ, than this volume. Neander refers to 
the hope of Christ’s return as enabling the early 
disciples to endure the bitter persecutions, and to 
go forward on their conquest of the world. When 
Christianity allied herself with the temporal 
power, she ceased to hope for Christ’s personal 
return, and so lost her Spiritual dynamic. The 
hearts were golden, and the communion cups of 
wood, during the first three centuries, but when the 
Church grew rich and worldly, the cups became 
golden and the hearts wooden. One cannot but 
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hope that this book will prove a powerful incen- 
tive for all its readers to Apostolic Christianity. 

Some statements and Scripture interpretations 
will challenge the reader to search the Bible for 
himself. The author’s originality and independ- 
ence of traditional exegesis is shown, e. g., where 
he states that the persons raised by Christ from the 
dead did not die again, but accompanied Him to 
heaven with all the saved from the underworld; 
or where the Coming of Christ in His Kingdom, 
referred to in Matthew 16: 27,28, is shown to mean 
the transfiguration. Some readers would doubt- 
less have preferred our author to be less positive 
in cases where the Scripture is silent, yet their at- 
tention is challenged, and so the book will, doubt- 
less, not only enrich the heart with cheer and hope- 
fulness, but also provoke thought and possible re- 
vision of traditional views on matters relating to 
this great theme. With sincere honesty and pure 
motive, I commend this volume by Dr. Ross as a 
sane, well-balanced presentation of a great subject, 
which is dear to the hearts of all lovers of Christ 
and Bible study. 

Jacos HEINRICHS, 


Professor of Systematic Theology, 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago. 


Introduction 
By A. T. Rosertson, D. D. 


Professor of New Testament Interpretation, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville 


HE Second Coming of Christ is a fact, 
if we can credit the Gospels as in any 
sense veracious reports of the teaching 

of Jesus. The synoptic Gospels and the Fourth 
Gospel agree in representing Jesus as predicting 
His return to earth after His death and resurrec- 
tion. Some of the language is highly coloured, as 
in the great eschatological discourse on the Mount 
of Olives. One need not insist on the details of 
the symbolic imagery, but this prediction by Jesus 
Christ cannot fairly be emptied of its real mean- 
ing by saying that He simply employed the thought- 
forms of His age. He did do that, as every 
teacher has to do if he is to be understood by the 
men of his time. But Jesus distinctly said before 
His death, ‘‘ Therefore be ye also ready, for in an 
hour that ye think not, the Son of man cometh ” 
(Matt. 24:44). And the Fourth Gospel (14: 3) 
quotes Jesus as saying, “And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I come again, and wili receive 
you unto myself; that where I am ye may be also,” 
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But even the disciples of Jesus did not understand 
the nature of Christ’s Kingdom before the coming 
of the Holy Spirit at the great Pentecost, for just 
before His ascension they ask Him, “ Lord, dost 
thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
(Acts 1:6). They were still clinging to the 
Pharisaic conception of a political kingdom. But 
after Pentecost under the tutelage of the Holy 
Spirit they came to see what Jesus really taught. 
Paul will say that the Kingdom of God is right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 14:17). There is no doubt of the promise 
by Jesus that He would come back unless one dis- 
credits the Gospels, The Acts, The Epistles, and 
the Apocalypse of John, for they all record it over 
and over again. ‘The Acts opens with the picture 
of the disciples gazing into the heavens after their 
ascended Lord and receiving the rebuke of the two 
angels, ““ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was received up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye beheld him going into heaven” (Acts 1: 11). 

The promise of the return of Christ in person 
was meant to cheer the disciples, and it did beyond 
a doubt. The language of Jesus naturally means 
that He Himself will come again. But He set no 
date for His return. In fact, He expressly af- 
firmed that no one but the Father Himself knew 
the hour when He would come again. Only He 
did say that He would come suddenly, like a thief 
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in the night. Hence we must all be ready for His 
coming. 

Did the disciples fail to understand Christ’s 
promise of the Second Coming, or were they slow 
to apprehend the Spiritual nature of His Messiah- 
ship and Kingdom? ‘There are those who say 
that they understood Jesus to say that He was go- 
ing to come again during their own lifetime. Some 
even affirm that Jesus Himself so believed and 
taught in spite of His express disclaim on that 
point. There is no doubt at all that the disciples 
hoped for the coming of Jesus during their life- 
times. This Jesus had urged them to do. But it 
is by no means certain that they believed that it 
would be true. In the great eschatological dis- 
course in the synoptic Gospels, Jesus had spoken 
of various events that must first come to pass. 
He had also so blended the allusions to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and to His Second Coming that 
it is hard to distinguish them. Indeed, the coming 
of the Kingdom with power is not clearly confined 
to the Second Coming. Some of the language of 
Jesus may refer to the transfiguration, the resur- 
rection, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pente- 
cost, the destruction of Jerusalem. These events 
are all epochs in the march of the Kingdom of 
God. But they by no means exhaust the lan- 
guage of Christ that calls for a personal return 
of our Lord. It is beyond controversy that the 
promise of the return of Christ was a dynamic 
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force with the early disciples. ‘They looked for 
and longed for the return of Christ. They 
preached the glorious promise with joy. They 
were sometimes misunderstood as was Paul in 
Thessalonica, where after his departure he was 
represented as saying that Jesus would return 
right away. ‘This Paul specifically denied and re- 
minded the Thessalonians that they knew perfectly 
well that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night (1 Thess. 5:2). He urged again, 
“That ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, 
nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, 
or by epistle, or from us, or that the day of the 
Lord is just at hand” (2 Thess. 2:2). Paul had 
no sympathy with these excited Spiritual slackers 
who lay down on their work (2 Thess. 3: 10). On 
the contrary, Paul went on with his great mission- 
ary propaganda for the conquest of the Roman 
Empire for Christ in harmony with Christ’s clos- 
ing command for world conquest, the Christian’s 
Magna Charta for missions, Christ’s program for 
Christian endeavour (Matt. 28: 18-20). 

In 2 Peter 3: 3-13, the writer pointedly rebukes 
those scoffers who said that Jesus had failed in 
His promise to come back. ‘These mockers said, 
‘Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Peter 
3:4). Peter reminds his readers (or the author, 
if one rejects the Petrine authorship) that God 
does not count time as we do. One day with the 
Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand years 
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as one day. Again he recalls the promise of Jesus 
that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night. Meanwhile, the practical question for us 
all is to lead holy lives and to look for and to long 
for the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 
3: 11-12). Clearly Peter had in mind some who 
held that Jesus meant by His promise that He 
would come right away and who were scoffers 
because He had failed to come in accord with their 
interpretation. This is the peril that is always be- 
fore us. We place our théological theories before 
the great fact and decide the fact of the promise 
by the theories. 

The Apocalypse of John treats the Second Com- 
ing of Jesus as a Blessed Hope for the believers 
who are ready to greet Him. Many things are 
treated in a symbolic fashion, but the fact of the 
promise of Christ to return in His own good time 
dominates the whole book. ‘The struggle with 
Rome which forms the historical background of 
the Apocalypse is but a picture of the world 
struggle which will be repeated till final triumph 
comes for Christ when “The kingdom of the 
world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever” 
(Rev. 11: 15). 


Preface 


HE specific purpose of this little book can 
be stated in a very few words. It makes 
no pretense whatever to be an exhaustive 

presentation of the great theme of our Lord’s 
Second Coming. I have taken the subject and 
tried to lift it out of the realm of controversy and 
away from all extreme views by laying it down 
beside the spiritual life and needs of our own time. 
The great subject is alive with the life of God 
and is therefore in constant and vital contact with 
every-day interests of the human heart. I have 
tried to show how Our Glorious Hope has com- 
fort, strength and inspiration for all those who 
are walking in the pilgrim way in this day and 
generation. As presented here, the subject is not 
intended to excite debate but to inspire devotion 
and service, to deepen the real joy of consecra- 
tion, to imbue the believing soul with abounding 
praise and to utter a solemn warning to the un- 
converted. 

Ever since my conversion to Christ, the subject 
of Our Lord’s Second Coming in Glory has been 
of great interest tome. Instead of me holding the 
Truth of the Lord’s Second Coming, the Truth of 
the Lord’s Second Coming has increasingly held 
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me, and yet I have tried to avoid all extreme and 
unscriptural views upon the topic. As the years 
have gone by and this Truth has become clearer, 
it has profoundly affected my viewpoint and out- 
look as a follower of Jesus Christ. It called me 
into a life of separation, impelled me into Bible 
study and the Gospel Ministry and completely 
changed my attitude toward Christian service, 
especially toward the great problems of Missions, 
both at home and abroad. Many passages of 
Scripture which were obscure were made plain by 
a proper and well balanced view of this precious 
truth. On the request of a number who know my 
convictions on the subject, I am letting this modest 
little messenger go into print with the sincere hope 
that the theme, as here presented, may be the 
blessing to others that it has been and is to me. 
Prior to and during the preparation of these 
chapters, many books, pamphlets and sermons were 
read on the subject. It was difficult to find a book, 
pamphlet or sermon which was not published in 
defense of some particular theory or extreme view 
of the subject. Some presented the extreme Pre- 
Millennial view, some the extreme Post-Millen- 
nial view, while others rejected all Millennial 
views and practically denied the personal literal 
Second Coming of Jesus at all as a future event. 
Though there was much in some of these which 
I could not accept as being clearly Scriptural, many 
suggestions were received which induced a more 


PREFACE 17 


thorough study and clearer views upon the subject. 
I wish, therefore, to acknowledge my indebtedness 
for real help received, to David Brown, D. D., 
Calvin Goodspeed, D. D., LL. D., Arthur T. Pier- 
son, D. D., Professor James M. Stifler, D. D., 
Augustus H. Strong, D. D., LL. D., E. P. Good- 
ered. A: J. Gordon, D:D. Ws E.Bi"in 
“ Jesus is Coming,” James M. Gray, D. D., R. A. 
forrey, D. D., David Heagle, D. D., LL. D., I-M. 
Haldeman, D. D., Rev. James McConkey, and 
A. T. Robertson, D. D., LL. D., Professor of New 
Testament Interpretation in the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, who writes the introduction 
to this book. 

In connection with this book, there is a com- 
panion volume entitled, “Daniel’s Half Week 
Now Closing,” which gives a study of the age 
prior to the Second Advent of Christ as seen in 
Prophecy and History. It ought to be read prior 
to this one. 

1G hall 
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WHAT OUR GLORIOUS HOPE IS 
NOT 


OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


“ Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 
—Titus 2: 13. 


“And every one that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self even as he is pure.”—z John 3: 3. 


I 
WHAT OUR GLORIOUS HOPE IS NOT 


in both of these passages is the Hope of the 

Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A little consideration will make this plain. In the 
context, as presented in the Epistle to Titus, our 
attention is called to “ The Grace of God.” ‘The 
Grace of God is the unmerited, undeserved favour 
of God. There are several things stated in this 
context concerning the grace of God. We are in- 
formed that it is a saving grace, and that it has 
appeared to all men. ‘The appearance of the grace 
of God as referred to in the passage was in the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of Our Lord out 
of the grave. Not only is the grace saving, and 
not only has it appeared to men, but it is a teaching 
grace, as well; “ Teaching us that denying ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in the present world.” The 
grace, when effective in salvation, teaches absti- 
nence as well as rectitude of conduct and a con- 
tinuous right relationship with God. But this 
grace is also an active grace, in that it com- 
mands those who are saved to look for, or 
expect, the Blessed Hope, which is the glorious 
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appearing of our Great God, even our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, the One who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. ‘Thus we see that the Blessed Hope 
of this passage is the glorious Second Coming to 
this earth of Our Lord. 

The passage in the first Epistle of John doubtless 
refers to the same subject. John had said, “ Be- 
hold what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God; therefore the world knoweth us not, be- 
cause it knew him not.” ‘Then he goes on further 
to say, “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.” The One 
referred to here is Christ. John tells his readers 
that Christ will appear, or be manifested, some 
time in the future from the moment of his writing. 
At that time, he declares all those who belong to 
Christ now shall be transformed into His likeness. 
Then he goes on to say in the words of the passage, 
“And every man that hath this hope in him puri- 
fieth himself even as he is pure.” ‘The hope that is 
referred to here is doubtless the Second Coming 
of Our Lord and the transformation that will take 
place in those then who believe on Him now. 

All Christian people believe in, and many of 
them are looking for, the Lord’s Second Coming. 
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This great truth is an integral part of all true 
Christian teaching and of the living creed of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. There is practically no 
difference of opinion among Christians concerning 
the certainty of this glorious event in the future, 
which constitutes the hope of the world as well as 
that of the Church. There are differences of opin- 
ion among Christians as to the manner, time, pur- 
pose and condition of the Coming of Christ. 


1. Not Death. 


There are those who think that death is the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ. I have been unable to find 
even one passage in the New Testament that would 
clearly indicate that the event of death is what the 
Bible describes as the Second Coming. There are 
certain events promised to take place at the Second 
Coming of Christ, which do not transpire in the 
event of death. At the Second Coming of Christ, 
the power of death will be broken and death itself 
will be utterly abolished. Death is an enemy even 
of Christian people, but the Lord’s Second Coming 
is depicted as a glorious friend of Christian peo- 
ple. In death, the believer goes to Christ; in the 
Lord’s Second Coming, Christ comes for the be- 
liever. When Stephen was about passing through 
the event of death, he prayed, ‘‘ Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit,” and when he said this, he fell asleep 
(Acts 7: 59-60). When Lazarus passed through 
the event of physical death, angels came and car- 
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ried him into the place of happiness and bliss 
(Luke 16:22). If death be the Second Coming 
of Christ, then the Second Coming of Christ is a 
long drawn out process within the experience of 
the human race, which has now endured for thou- 
sands of years. ‘There is nothing in the Scriptures 
to indicate that death is the Second Coming. 


2. Not the Descent of the Holy Spirit. 

There is that view also which teaches that the 
Lord’s Second Coming, as promised in the Old 
Testament and in the Gospels, took place on the 
day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came down 
to earth, in fulfillment of the promise made by the 
Father to the Son, and by the Son to the disciples. 
I am under the impression that what took place on 
the day of Pentecost, and was repeated on certain 
days afterward, in different places, was @ coming 
of Jesus, but not the coming of Jesus as promised 
yet for the future. This is borne out by at least 
one passage (John 14: 16-23). In the upper 
room, while gathered around the last Passover 
table, the Lord, in giving His farewell address, 
said, “ I will pray the Father and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
forever.” ‘The Comforter here, as afterward ex- 
plained, is the Holy Spirit. He makes plain in this 
announcement that the Comforter whom He would 
send was another, being One, though like Himself, 
distinct from Himself. After having explained 
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Who this Comforter is, He said, “ J will not leave 
you comfortless; J will come to you.” Evidently 
the Holy Spirit is the Second Self of Christ. This 
promise of Christ’s Coming to the disciples in the 
Holy Spirit, was fulfilled afterward in many an- 
other place, where the Gospel was preached and 
has been fulfilled frequently on the earth since the 
beginning of the Christian era. And yet this is not 
what the New Testament means by the Second 
Coming of Christ. The events promised in con- 
nection with the Second Coming of Christ did not 
take place at the arrival of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. After the Holy Spirit came on Pente- 
cost, He took up the message and published it far 
and wide that the Christ was coming back to earth 
a second time. The Scriptures never confound the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to this earth nor the work 
of the Holy Spirit within the hearts of believers 
with the Coming of Christ in glory by and by. 
The office of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ by 
taking of the things of Christ and revealing them 
to His disciples. It is true that He is the repre- 
sentative of Christ, taking Christ’s place in the 
world, and doing, to a large degree, the work that 
Christ would have done, had He remained in the 
earth. It is true that through Him, Jesus Christ 
is spiritually with and in believers in this life, but 
not personally present with them in the same sense 
in which He is personally at the right hand of God, 
but in the same sense in which God the Father is 
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so present in the hearts of all Christians. That is 
to say, Christ is potentially in the hearts of His 
disciples, there by His spirit to teach, guide, ad- 
monish, comfort, help, purify and empower for 
service. This is what the Spirit was sent into the 
world for by our Lord after the Ascension, while 
He remained at the right hand of God, clothed in 
His glorified human body, and personally visible 
there, as our High Priest, our Intercessor. 

Just here is where those who hold the theory of 
the Coming of Christ in the Spirit seem to halt in 
their reading of the Word of God. They recognize 
the office of Christ as Advocate and the work of 
the Spirit as dwelling in the hearts of believers 
and accompanying the preaching of the Word and 
making it effective in the saving of souls, but they 
seem to forget that, according to the Scripture, all 
of this looks to something further on. They seem 
never to ask whether, beyond the gift of the Spirit, 
there was any ulterior purpose in the Lord’s going 
away, whereas the testimony abounds that He went 
away in order that He might come again a second 
time in the flesh. ‘This is what parable after para- 
ble is specifically aimed to teach. This is what He 
says Himself, when He gives the promise of the 
Spirit. He testifies that when the times of resti- 
tution of all things will come, Jesus Christ will 
come to set up His throne and fill the world with 
His glory. It is the Holy Spirit who testifies of 
that coming day when the Lord shall descend from 
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Heaven with a shout and the dead in Christ shall 
rise and the living Saints shall be caught up to 
meet Him in the air. It is He that exhorts be- 
lievers to be patient because the Coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh; to live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world, looking for the 
happy hope and the glorious manifestation of our 
great God, even our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Surely 
if this teaching of the literal, personal, visible 
return were one that puts dishonour on the Spirit, 
this is a strange testimony, for the Spirit to bear 
concerning it. Throughout the doctrinal part, as 
well as the prophetic part, of the New Testament, 
the Holy Spirit keeps in the foreground the glori- 
ous Second Coming of our Lord. If the Coming 
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost were the predicted 
Second Advent of Christ to this earth, then we 
would not have heard anything more about that 
Second Advent, as something future for the 
Church, after the Holy Spirit had arrived. 
Further, we are informed in many passages that 
when the Second Coming takes place, there will be 
the appearance of angels, a resurrection of the 
dead, and a transformation of all Christians into 
the likeness of the Lord. None of these things 
took place on Pentecost. 


3. Not the Preaching of the Gospel. 


Probably one of the opinions concerning the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ, which is most common, is 
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that view which identifies the Coming with the 
preaching of the Gospel throughout this age. This 
view holds that the Gospel will be carried by mis- 
sionaries of the Cross to land after land, until, not 
only all the peoples have heard the glad news, but 
by the preaching thereof, have been brought into 
subjection unto it and so become Christian dis- 
ciples. Let me say just here, that this view of the 
Coming of Christ is only about two hundred years 
old; for prior to that period, indeed, it was the 
general belief of the Church that the Lord would 
come in Person and usher in the Golden Age for 
which the earth and the Church were looking. I 
do not think that there is one passage, properly in- 
terpreted, that would indicate that the preaching 
of the Gospel is the Second Coming. We are dis- 
tinctly told (Matt. 24:14) that before the Lord 
comes a Second time, the Gospel of the Kingdom 
must be preached in all the world for a witness and 
then, and only then, will the end come. In the 
preaching of the Gospel, Christ does not come in 
clouds, angels do not appear, there is no resurrec- 
tion of those who are in Christ, though there may 
be a resurrection of those who are out of Christ. 


4. Not Certain Historical Events. 

Furthermore, there is that view of the Lord’s 
Second Coming which identifies that event with 
certain events in history. This view identifies the 
Lord’s Coming with the destruction of Jerusalem 
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which took place in 70 a. p. It goes further and 
identifies it with other great historical and political 
events throughout this age. There are those who 
tell us that the victory won at Waterloo was the 
Lord’s Second Coming. Within the last few years, 
there were those who believed that the declaration 
of war against Germany by Great Britain and the 
other allied powers, constituted the Second Coming 
of Christ. When the Armistice was signed and the 
war ceased, many affirmed this to be truly the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ and the Golden Age begun. 
Some of these views are quite learned, very 
philosophical, very satisfying to man’s unenlight- 
ened reason, but they all lack one thing—the au- 
thority of the Word of God. In the Scriptures we 
are informed that when the Lord comes a second 
time, certain things will accompany that event, 
which certainly did not accompany any of the oc- 
currences in history since the beginning of the 
Christian dispensation. The Bible declares that 
when the Second Coming takes place, at that time 
shall all of the tribes of the earth mourn, that the 
Son of Man shall be seen coming in the clouds of 
Heaven with power and great glory and He shall 
send His Angels with a great sound of a trumpet 
and they shall gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other 
(Matt. 24: 29-33). Now none of these events 
took place in connection with any of the past great 
occurrences in history. In connection with the de- 


32 OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


struction of Jerusalem, all the tribes of the earth 
did not mourn. The great majority of them re- 
joiced and had great and glorious feasts after the 
downfall of the Hebrew kingdom. In none of 
these events did men see the Son of Man personally 
coming in clouds with power and great glory. In- 
stead of the elect being gathered together from the 
four winds, they were scattered over the whole 
earth even to the four points of the compass. In 
other passages, we are clearly informed that when 
the Second Advent takes place, the dead shall be 
raised, and, together with the saved living, when 
transfigured, shall be caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air. No resurrection took place and no 
transformation of any kind transpired in connec- 
tion with the destruction of Jerusalem nor any 
other great historical event or events, since 70 A. D. 

Now, if death be not what the Bible describes 
as the Second Coming; if the arrival of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost according to promise be not the 
Second Coming; if the preaching of the Gospel in 
this age and the conversion of men to Christ be not 
the Second Coming, and if the events of history 
since Pentecost to the present be not what the 
Scriptures present as the Second Coming of Christ, 
then what is that event known as the Second Com- 
ing of Christ? This leads us to consider more 
particularly what the Scriptures mean when they 
distinctly tell us that the Lord will come a second 
time, 
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THE NATURE OF OUR GLORIOUS 
HOPE 


II 


THE NATURE OF OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


1. The Inferences Drawn from the First Com- 
ing of Christ. 


nature of this happy hope described in the 

passages. How will the Lord come the Sec- 
ond time? It is evident from several Scriptural 
considerations that Christ, according to prophecy 
and promise, will come a Second time as literally, 
personally, visibly and materially as He came the 
first time. I wonder if we truly believe that the 
Old Testament promises and prophecies concern- 
ing the First Coming of Christ were all literally 
fulfilled, according to the letter of them, in history. 
We take the First Advent of Christ to cover from 
His birth in Bethlehem to His resurrection out of 
the grave and Ascension to Glory. This covers a 
period of about thirty-three and a half years. All 
the prophecies and promises uttered in the Old 
Testament concerning the First Coming were liter- 
ally fulfilled in that event. The prophecies said 
that He would be born at a certain time and under 
certain conditions. He was born precisely at that 

35 


He: the first place, let us notice carefully the 
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time and under those conditions. The prophecies 
said that He would receive certain treatment from 
the hands of men, and He received that treatment 
from the hands of men. The prophecies said that 
He would be called a Nazarene, and He was called 
a Nazarene. The prophecies said that He would 
open the eyes of the blind, would unstop deaf ears, 
loosen dumb tongues, heal all manner of diseases, 
cast out evil spirits, and raise the dead, and He did 
all these things precisely as they were predicted of 
Him. The prophecies further said that one day 
He would ride into Jerusalem on the foal of an ass 
and be acclaimed as the King of the Jews and this 
prophecy was literally fulfilled in Him near the 
end of His life. The prophecies also declared that 
in His death, not a bone of His would be broken 
and though He died a violent death on the cross, 
not a bone of His was broken. The prophecies 
declared that He would be buried and raised again 
from the dead the third day and they were fulfilled 
as literally as they were spoken. Now if all the 
prophecies concerning the First Advent of Christ 
into the world were literally fulfilled, then we may 
with confidence conclude that all the prophecies and 
promises concerning the Second Advent of Christ 
into the world will be fulfilled in like manner. 


2. The Terminology of Scripture. 


Again, the terms used in the New Testament to 
describe the event of the Second Coming, lead us 
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to believe that when He comes a second time, He 
will do so literally, personally, visibly, and materi- 
ally. There are several of these terms. ‘The first 
is the word Revelation. The Greek form of this 
word is Apocalypsis, which is used more than a 
score of times in the New Testament. We read 
about thoughts, the arm of the Lord, the righteous- 
ness and wrath of God, the glory of the Lord, faith 
and grace, all being revealed. Then we read about 
the Man of Sin being revealed (2 Thess. 2: 3-6). 
To reveal is to uncover,,to unveil, to expose to 
view, or to make visible. The word Apocalypsis 
is never employed to describe what we call “ The 
First Coming of Christ.” The first coming of 
Christ was not a revelation of Christ; it was rather 
a veiling of Christ in human flesh. The word 
Apocalypsis is once used to set forth the vision that 
Saul had of Christ on the road to Damascus (Gal. 
1:12). When the word is used and applied to 
Christ in all other places in the New Testament, 
it describes His glorious Second Coming in power 
(1 Peter 1:13; 2 Thess. 1: 7;'1 Peter 1: 7; Luke 
a 2100)\, 

The second term is Appearance, and is very clear 
and emphatic in its testimony. ‘This word is never 
used except to set forth some external, visible, and 
imposing manifestation. The Greek form of the 
word is Epiphaneia, and it is used five times to 
describe Christ’s Second Advent (1 Tim. 6: 14; 
2 Tim. 4:1, 8; Titus 2:18). Once this word is 
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used to describe the first coming of Christ including 
His birth, death, and resurrection. That verse 
reads (2 Tim. 1: 10), “ But is now made manifest 
by the appearing (Epiphaneia) of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel.”” Professor Kellogg well says, “ It would 
be impossible to find in the New Testament Greek, 
any word which would more precisely denote and 
describe the visible, and bodily appearing of the 
Lord.” 

The word that is used the most frequently to 
describe the Second Coming of Christ is Parousia, 
which means coming, presence, arrival, or return, 
after a period of absence. This word is used at 
least twenty-one times in the New Testament. 
Twice this word is translated presence (1 Cor. 
10: 10; Phil. 2:12). Once this word is used to 
describe the arrival of the “ day of God” (2 Peter 
3:12). Five times it is used to describe the com- 
ing, arrival, return, or personal, visible presence of 
others than Christ (1 Cor. 16: 17; 2 Cor. 7: 6, 7; 
13: 1; Phil. 1: 26), and once, it is employed to de- 
scribe the presence of the lawless one (2 Thess. 
2:9), “whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.” 
At least twelve different times the word Parousia 
is used to describe the Second Coming of Christ 
(1-Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 2:19; 3: 18; 4:15; 5: 23; 
2 Thess. 2: 1, 8; James 5: 7, 8; 2 Peter 1: 16; 3:4; 
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1 John 2:28). This word is never used to de- 
scribe the first coming of Jesus, and neither is it 
employed to set forth His appearance on earth in 
the glorified body after His resurrection. I might 
also say that the word Parousia is never used to 
describe the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost, nor upon any other occasion. 
When this word is applied to Christ, it invariably 
has reference to the Second Coming. Some of the 
early fathers spoke of the Incarnation of Christ as 
the first Parousia of Christ, and some of them 
spoke of His post resurrection appearances as His 
Second Parousia. Then they naturally referred to 
the Second Coming, the event away in the future 
from their time, as the Third Parousia of Christ. 
According to the use of this word in the New 
Testament, the early fathers were wrong in speak- 
ing of the Incarnation and the Post-Resurrection 
appearances as Parousias of Christ at all. The 
word Parousia is only used to depict the Second 
Advent of Christ, which is yet in the future. Re- 
cent archzological discoveries have explained why 
the word Parousia received such general Christian 
use in this special sense. In Hellenistic Greek, the 
word was used to describe the arrival or return of 
a prince, or ruler, to a place after having been ab- 
sent for a time. According to Deissmann, in 
“Light from the Ancient East,” this is put beyond 
dispute in the inscriptions as found in Egypt, 
Palestine, Assyria, Asia Minor. Consequently, the 
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adoption of this word by the New Testament writ- 
ers, and the early Christians, to describe the 
Second Coming of Christ, was perfectly natural. 
That word contains royal and Divine concepts 
and the root idea is, as I have said, to be there, 
to be present, as indicating the arrival or re- 
turn of one who had been absent. As samples of 
this use of the word, we remember how the Apostle 
Paul said (1 Cor. 16: 17), “I am glad of the Com- 
ing (Parousia) of Stephanas and Fortunatus and 
Achaicus”’; and (2 Cor. 7: 6), “ Nevertheless God 
comforted us by the Coming (Parousia) of Titus.” 
In another place (2 Cor. 10: 10), he spoke of his 
bodily presence (Parousia) and contrasted it with 
his bodily absence (Phil. 11:12). These passages 
are but samples of the use of the word Parousia, 
as applied to other persons in the New Testament. 
It is impossible to read out of them everything ob- 
jective, real, personal, and visible. Whoever can 
do such a thing with the use of this word, can 
make the Bible mean anything he pleases and there 
is an end to all Scriptural authority. If language 
means anything, and these words have a real defi- 
nite significance, then Jesus must return to this 


earth again, literally, personally, bodily, and 
visibly. 


3. The Phraseology of Scripture. 


This is so much upon the terminology of the 
New Testament concerning the subject of the 
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Lord’s Second Coming. We learn from this argu- 
ment that Christ must return a second time in the 
body. But the phraseology of the New Testament 
upon this aspect of our subject also has a mighty 
argument for the literal, personal, and visible Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ to this earth again. We 
will consider only two or three of these passages. 
In the first epistle to the Thessalonians (1: 9, 10), 
we read, “ Ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and the true God; and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.”’ Here are the three tenses, or the three atti- 
tudes and relationships of the true Christian life, 
the past, present and future. Concerning the past, 
we have, ‘“‘ Ye turned to God from idols.” ‘This 
describes a real conversion to God and His Christ. 
This was a completed and final act wrought within 
the hearts of those people by the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, which took place some time in the 
indefinite past. Then we have the present de- 
scribed in the words—“ To serve the living and the 
true God.” The past is conversion, the present is 
service. This is the work of faith and labour of 
love which issues from a true conversion to Christ. 
But the future is here as well—“ And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come.” In the past, regeneration; in 
the present, active service, and in the future, wait- 


42 OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


ing for His Son from Heaven. The One who is 
to come from Heaven is God’s Son, even He whom 
God raised from the dead, the human Saviour, who 
now, by virtue of His death, delivereth us from 
the coming wrath. The One who is coming again 
is the very One who was raised from the dead! 
God raised Christ from the dead, a real, though 
glorified and supernatural, man. In the Resurrec- 
tion, He was given a real body, and in that real 
body, He will return to this earth a Second time. 

There are two other passages which are more 
emphatic along this line than the one we have just 
considered (1 Thess. 4:16; Acts 1:9-11). The 
first passage says that “ The Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven.” When it says ‘“ The Lord 
himself,” it surely means exactly what it affirms. 
The Lord Himself does not mean death, a host of 
angels, the preaching of the Gospel, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, nor even some event or events in 
the process of history. It just means “ the Lord 
himself,” visibly, personally and bodily appearing 
in glory. Yes, He shall come down from Heaven 
with a loud word of command, with the Arch- 
angel’s voice and the trumpet of God. 

The passage in the Acts reads, “This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven.” According to this passage, Jesus 
is to come back a second time, as He went away 
when He ascended to the Father. The phrase “ in 
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like manner,” cannot be twisted to mean the Com- 
ing of the Spirit, the spread of the Gospel, the de- 
struction of Jerusalem or any other great event 
which occurred in history throughout this age. 
The “ same Jesus ” meant the selfsame Lord, con- 
cerning whom the upward watchers were familiar. 
At that moment, they left the spot from which 
they saw the Christ ascend and they went to 
work expecting the “same Jesus” to return “in 
like manner” as He went away. He went 
away, as far as they were concerned, unexpect- 
edly, and He will come back “in like manner.” 
He went away suddenly and He will come back 
again “in like manner.” He went away glori- 
ously, for a cloud received Him out of their sight, 
and He will return a second time “ in like manner.” 
He went away personally, visibly and with a ma- 
terial, though a glorified body, and this “same 
Jesus” will come back again “in like manner,” 
even as the angelic messengers promised. 


4. The Permanency of Christ’s Glorified Hu- 
manity. 

We have looked at the inference we may with 
certainty draw from the literal fulfillment of all the 
promises and prophecies concerning the First Com- 
ing of Christ, the terminology of Scripture, and 
the phraseology of Scripture upon this subject, and 
they all say without hesitation, Christ must come 
back a second time as literally as He was here the 
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first time. ‘There is a stronger argument than all 
of these found in the Scripture for the literal Com- 
ing of Christ the second time and that is, the per- 
manency of His glorified manhood. ‘That He was 
truly a man while He was here on the earth, no 
one can successfully gainsay. He was not a make- 
believe man, God disguised in human form, but a 
literal and a true man. “ He was as truly man as 
though he were not God; as truly man as he was 
truly God.” He was man of man, very man of 
very man. He had a true, rational, human soul 
and a real flesh and blood body. He became one 
with those whom He would save. Literally, He 
was born like a man, grew like a man, learned like 
a man, worked like a man, became tired, hungry 
and thirsty like a man, and then died and was 
buried like a man. Yes, Christ was a true and 
proper man while He was here in mortal flesh! 
Now, when Christ took upon Himself the na- 
ture of the race, He took that nature to keep it 
forever. Scripturally speaking, He could no more 
lay aside His humanity than we can lay aside ours. 
In the language of the early times, Christ was, on 
His human side, consubstantial with men, and on 
the divine side, consubstantial with God. Hence, 
He was and continues to be, God and man, in two 
distinct natures and one person forever. But the 
Scriptures emphasize, and that most clearly, the 
permanency of our Lord’s Incarnation in human 
form and fashion. ‘They make it the basis of His 
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Intercessorship at the right hand of God, for they 
say, “ He took not on him the nature of angels; 
but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Where- 
fore, in all things it behooved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the people” 
(Heb. 2:16, 17). “For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin, Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy and find grace to help at the time of 
Heed, > ( eb: 4: 15,16). 

There are those who tell us that when Christ 
went home on High, from the Ascension Mount, 
that He threw off humanity and went back to God 
a mere divine, spirit being. But about forty years 
after He went home on High, the Apostle Paul 
wrote concerning Him there (1 Tim. 2:5) and 
said, “ For there is one God, and one Mediator be- . 
tween God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.” So 
then according to this statement, Christ is still a 
man at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
After the resurrection of Christ from the grave, 
He was as truly man as He was prior to the burial 
of His body in the grave. He said to those who 
saw Him after He was risen—“ Handle me and 
see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as you 
see me have.” When He ascended upon high, He 
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left the earth truly a man, though in a glorified 
form. ‘The Apostle tells us that in the presence of 
God, He is still a man, for He is there in a bodily 
form, possessing and exercising the totality of the 
divine attributes. It is as man that He is success- 
ful in making intercession at the right hand of God 
for those who on the earth believe on Him as 
Saviour and Redeemer. As long as the Church 
is what she is, and the human race is, generally, 
what it is, a human, as well as a divine Intercessor, 
will be required on High. He is truly “The Man 
in the Glory.” 

But when He comes a second time, He will be 
still a Man, for the Apostle says (Acts 17: 30, 
31), “And the times of man’s ignorance God 
winked at, but now commandeth all men every- 
where to repent; because he hath appointed a day 
in which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by that Maw whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead.” Up to the point of the 
second Coming and the hour of Judgment, then 
we have the express witness of the Scriptures that 
Jesus Christ retains a perfect humanity; and 
among the last testimonies of this wonderful book, 
speaking of the fellowship with their Lord which 
His redeemed and glorified people shall enjoy, 
after the judgment is passed and the new Heavens 
and the new earth are come, it is said, “ And his 
servants shall serve him and they shall see his face 
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and shall reign with him forever and ever.” Thus 
we see that Christ must come back clothed in hu- 
man form a second time and hence, that Coming 
will be visible, personal and literal, even as real as 
His Coming was the first time. 


5. The Typological Teaching of the Old and 
the Parabolic Teaching of the New Testament. 


But there are some types and parables in the 
Bible which, in their pictorial teaching, assure us 
that the Second Coming of Jesus will be visible, 
personal and real. In this connection, it will be 
sufficient only to notice one type taken from the 
Old Testament and one parable, spoken by the 
Lord Himself, which we will take from the 
New ‘Testament. In the Old Testament, we 
have the work of the High Priest in connec- 
tion with the Tabernacle and Temple services. 
The Priest had three different kinds of sac- 
rificial work to perform (Lev. 16:11, 12; 
Exod. 28: 33-35). In the first aspect of His 
work, we are led to see Him at the Brazen Altar, 
offering a blood sacrifice of a lamb, a goat or a 
bullock, thus making an atonement for sin. This 
aspect of His work was first and fundamental in 
relation to all the rest of His work that should fol- 
low. Sin must be dealt with and put away first. 
Then following upon this aspect of His work, He 
passed through into the most Holy Place, where 
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He carried on for an indefinite period, the work 
of intercession on behalf of the people who stood 
outside and for whom the blood of the victims had 
been shed. In accomplishing the priestly work of 
intercession, He carried the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel both upon His shoulders and upon 
His breast. But the High Priest’s work was not 
finished until He returned to the people outside 
with the announcement and blessing of a full sal- 
vation. 

If we turn now to the epistle to the Hebrews 
(9:14, 24 and 28), we will learn how the Old 
Testament High Priestly Ministry is and will be 
fulfilled in every particular in the person and the 
work of Christ, our Redeemer. In one passage we 
read “ Christ offered himself without blemish unto 
God.” Here we have Him ministering at the 
brazen altar of His Cross, where He presents, not 
a lamb, a goat or a bullock, but Himself as the 
victim through whom a full atonement is made for 
the sins of the people. This is His work in the 
outer court of the world. On the Cross, Christ 
fully accomplished the Redemption of the race by 
offering Himself a substitutionary sacrifice. 

After Christ atoned for sin on the Cross, we are 
distinctly told that He “ entered into heaven itself, 
now to appear before the face of God for us.” 
When He ascended home on High, passing through 
all the Heavens, He entered into the very presence 
of the Father and He has been there ever since. 
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He is now carrying on the work of Intercession. 
In reality, Christ is carrying on now what the 
High Priest of old carried on in the most Holy 
Place, symbolically, ceremonially, typically and 
prophetically. But His work is not finished and 
will not be finished until He returns from the Fa- 
ther’s presence, announcing the Blessing of a full 
and completed salvation for all those who believe. 
The passage says—‘“ Christ shall appear a second 
time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him 
(those on the outside), unto salvation.” The High 
Priest who went into the most Holy Place in olden 
times, came out again in the selfsame way as he 
went in. He went in personally and he came out 
personally. He went in visibly and with a real 
body and he came out visibly and with a real body. 
Such will it be in the Second Coming of our Lord. 
He must come out in the Second Coming as He 
went in, in His Ascension to Glory. 

But we must notice one of the parables in the 
New Testament, which was given specifically to 
illustrate the Second Coming of Our Lord. In the 
Gospel by Luke (19: 11-27) there is what we call 
the Parable of the Pounds. The story of that par- 
able is exceedingly simple. In it, there is a noble- 
man, or one of high and dignified birth. In his 
veins is royal blood. This nobleman is represented 
as going into a far country for the purpose of be- 
ing invested with kingly authority. Before he 
takes his departure, he calls into his presence his 
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servants and commits to each one of them a mina, 
or pound, which in our medium of exchange would 
be about thirty-five dollars. He instructs them 
what to do with the pound, by issuing to each and 
to all of them the command, “ Trade with this till 
I come.” He goes away and after an indefinite 
considerable period, and seemingly when his serv- 
ants are the least expecting it, he returns to them, 
not now as a prince, but as a king invested with 
royal authority. He calls his servants into his 
presence to see how much they had gained by trad- 
ing during his absence. Those who were success- 
ful in their investments for him were rewarded 
accordingly and those who were not successful, 
through indolence, or lack of courage, were pun- 
ished accordingly. The nobleman in the parable 
represents Christ. The far country into which the 
nobleman went to be invested with kingship repre- 
sents Heaven. The servants in the parable repre- 
sent Christian men and women in this dispensa- 
tion, while the rebellious citizens present to us a 
picture of the world in its refusal to recognize the 
sovereignty of Christ. The time between the going 
away of the nobleman for kingship and his coming 
back again invested with kingship, represents the 
period of history which is spanned by the First 
and the Second Advents of our Lord. It meas- 
ures across our entire age. What we need to ob- 
serve in the picture for our purpose is this—The 
one who went away was the one who came back. 
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He went away personally and he came back per- 
sonally. He went away visibly and he came back 
visibly. He went away a prince, expecting a 
throne, and came back a king, grasping the sceptre 
and with a crown of empire upon his brow. When 
he came back, both his friends and his enemies 
recognized him as the one who went away. Such 
will it be in the Second Coming of our Lord. 
Christ went away a Prince and a Saviour and He 
is now at the right hand of God, exalted there as 
Prince and Saviour to give repentance and remis- 
sion of sin. The crown of empire is not yet on 
His brow but He is truly coming again, and, at 
that time, He will be invested with kingship, will 
reward the faithful and will put down His re- 
bellious enemies and then reign until all things are 
subjected unto Him. 

Yes, if we are to believe the historical fulfill- 
ment of all the prophecies concerning the First 
Advent, and infer from that fulfillment that the 
prophecies and promises concerning the Second 
Advent will be fulfilled in like manner; if we un- 
derstand properly the terminology of Scripture and 
the phraseology of Scripture which describe to us 
the Second Coming of Our Lord; and if we be- 
lieve the plain and frequent declarations of Scrip- 
ture concerning the permanency of the glorified 
humanity of Jesus; and then if we believe what 
the types and parables have to say concerning that 
event, we must expect Jesus to come a second time 
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personally, visibly and bodily. In the words of 
John R. McDuff, we can say: 


“Christ 7s coming! Let creation 
Bid her groans and travail cease; 
Let the glorious proclamation 
Hope restore and faith increase; 
Christ 7s coming! 
Come, Thou blessed Prince of Peace! 


Long Thine exiles have been pining, 
Far from rest and home and Thee; 
But in heavenly vesture shining, 
Soon they shall Thy glory see; 

Christ is coming! 
Haste the joyous jubilee. 


With that ‘ blessed hope’ before us, 
Let no harp remain unstrung ; 
Let the mighty advent chorus 
Onward roll from tongue to tongue; 
Christ 7s coming ! 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!” 


TTI 
THE GROUND OF OUR GLORIOUS 
HOPE 


III 
THE GROUND OF OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


HIS leads to a consideration of the basis 
or foundation of our Hope. It is impor- 
tant that the foundation be secure, or 

otherwise we may become like that man who built 
his superstructure on a foundation of sand, which 
fell when the storm came. Abraham had such a 
secure foundation for his Hope, that he believed 
against all natural grounds of hope and obtained in 
advance, singing and giving glory to God (Rom. 
4: 8-21). The Apostle Paul said that the ground 
of the Christian Hope is so secure that it never 
disappoints the one who builds his expectation upon 
it (Rom. 5:5). Speaking generally of the Chris- 
tian Hope, it is simply faith, well founded, directed 
to the future, and so no sharp distinction between 
Faith and Hope is attainable. When many other 
gifts and graces will cease, at the Second Coming 
of Christ, Faith, the first thing in the Christian 
life, and Love, the greatest thing in the Christian 
life, and Hope, the surest thing in the Christian 
life, will abide into the eternities (1 Cor. 13: 13). 
The Hope of the Christian never dies, as practically 
55 
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all earthly hopes do. The Apostle Peter said (1 
Peter 1: 3-5) that the Christian Hope is ever liv- 
ing, imperishable, undefiled, unfading and reserved 
in Heaven for all those who, on faith, are garri- 
soned by the power of God in view of a full sal- 
vation ready to be displayed. Faith is confidence 
looking back, and resting in quietness; Love is con- 
fidence looking around and up and singing with 
delight; Hope is confidence looking to the future, 
having a well-grounded assurance, making prom- 
ised blessings present possessions. When the chil- 
dren of God now look at the Hope of their present 
and future salvation, they can sing with real con- 
fidence: 


“ My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.” 


But when the children of God look to the future, 
the one object that fills the horizon is the glorious 
appearing of our great God, even our Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is spoken of as their 
Blessed Hope, the word Blessed meaning Happy. 
That future Hope is a happy one because it prom- 
ises Happiness. ‘Think of the happiness of seeing 
Christ and becoming like Him who loved us and 
gave Himself up for us! Think of the happiness 
of meeting loved ones and all of us together being 
fully redeemed and glorified! Yes, it is a happy 


THE GROUND OF OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 57 


Hope because its prospect inspires happiness in the 
present life in all those who love and look for Him. 
To the wise virgins, there was a great thrill of 
happiness when they heard the midnight cry, “ Be- 
hold the Bridegroom. Go ye forth to meet him.” 
If the glorious return of our Lord is a happy 
Hope, then it must have a sound basis or founda- 
tion on which it is built. We will notice now what 
that foundation is. 


1. The Eternal Purpose of the Father. 

I would say in the first place that the foundation 
of the Hope of our Lord’s return is the eternal 
setiled purpose of the Father. In the epistle to 
the Hebrews (9: 27, 28), we read—“And as it is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment; so Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them who look for him, 
shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation.” The word for “appointed” in this 
passage means: “laid up for,’ and is elsewhere 
translated in this manner (Col. 1:5; 2 Tim. 4: 8). 
Weymouth and others render the word “ ap- 
pointed” here “reserved.” The thought is that 
God the Father laid up, reserved, determined or 
appointed by His eternal fixed and settled decree, 
certain definite events that must become history in 
the life of the race. There is God’s immutable de- 
terminative decree and His permissive decree. 
Here it is not merely what God permits, but what 
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He fixed in His eternal Counsel, must come to 
pass. 

According to this passage, there are four things 
fixed by the eternal settled decree of the Father 
and they must become history, even as He deter- 
mined that they should. In the first place, it is 
fixed by divine decree that all men who pass 
through the event of death do so but once. “It is 
appointed unto men once to die.” This does not 
mean that it is eternally fixed that all men gener- 
ally must die, for such is not the case. Enoch and 
Elijah did not die. God did not suspend the oper- 
ation of His eternal decree in their case, for it was 
not necessary for Him to do so. ‘Then we are dis- 
tinctly told (1 Cor. 15:51), “We shall not all 
sleep.” What God did decree by His determinate 
counsel was that all men who die, die but once. 

This is true in whatever way we look at it. 
If people die physically, they do so but once. 
When they once pass through the event of death, 
they are not allowed to return to life again to com- 
pensate for any of their wrongs. Death fixes 
character and determines destiny. But some will 
ask, How about Lazarus, the young man, and the 
little maid, whom Christ raised from the dead? 
Did they not die again? Then how about those 
who were brought back into life and appeared in 
the city, after Christ’s resurrection? Did they not 
die a second time? According to the fixed decree 
of the Father, they did not die a second time, 
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When they came back from death, they received 
their resurrection blessing of immortality, or death- 
lessness, and when Christ went home on High, they 
accompanied Him to the Father’s presence with all 
the saved from the netherworld, as trophies of 
God’s saving grace in Christ. If these resurrected 
ones died again, then there was a suspension of 
the operation of the Divine decree in their case and 
God is One who doth change His mind, plan and 
purpose. No, God fixed eternally in His decree 
that all men who die, die but once, and it has come 
to pass even as He determined. “It is appointed 
unto men once to die!” 

It is of interest to note just here that as it is 
appointed unto all men who die to die but once, 
that it is also appointed unto all who die to live a 
second time. ‘This is clearly the argument of the 
Apostle when he says (1 Cor. 15: 22), “ For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
The “all” in the first case includes all in Adam 
who die, whether they be saved or unsaved; the 
“all” in the second case is as wide in its sweep as 
the “all” in the first case, and it includes all in 
Christ who die, whether they be saved or unsaved. 
Adam was the first federal head of the race and he 
plunged the whole human family into death; 
Christ is the second federal head of the race and 
because of His union with the race naturally, He 
will in the future bring every member of the race 
who die, back into physical life again. The 
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Apostle is not speaking of spiritual life here, but 
rather of a physical death and a physical life fol- 
lowing upon death. Thus it is appointed that all 
who die, die but once, and that all who die, shall 
live again. 

But suppose we say that the event divinely ap- 
pointed in this passage is judicial death. Judicial 
death is death proceeding from and inflicted by a 
court of justice. One has committed an act of 
murder by malice aforethought. He is tried, 
found guilty of the crime and sentenced to the 
extreme penalty. He has taken Hfe and now he 
must give up his own life to satisfy justice for the 
crime committed. He goes to the gallows or the 
electric chair, pays the full penalty, and now, not 
only potentially but actually, he is a dead man. 
The law is satisfied and justice is fully vindicated. 
He is now free from the law because the law 
cannot pursue him into the grave. The man has 
died for his sins and according to strict justice, 
cannot pass through that event a second time for 
the same offense. Before the law of the land, he 
is justified forever, because it was appointed unto 
him that he should only die for his crimes once. 
But all sinners out of Christ are under the just 
condemnation of God. ‘They have been tried, 
found guilty and sentenced to the extreme penalty 
for “ He that believeth not is condemned already ” 
(John 3:18). But one steps in and takes the 
sinner’s place and dies in their stead. The holy 
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law is now fully satisfied for them, justice is vindi- 
cated and righteousness is glorified. Now, if 
sinners die in another, they are free, on faith, 
forever from the penalty of the law that they have 
broken. They cannot die twice for they have not 
only died in Christ, but they have been buried in 
Christ and the law cannot pursue them into the 
grave. They are free from the law for eternity 
and justified forever. According to the settled 
divine decree and the fundamental principle of 
justice, they were appointed only once to die. 

There is not only a physical and a judicial death, 
but there is a spiritual death as well. Physical 
death is the separation of the body from the soul. 
Judicial death is the separation of both soul and 
body from justice. Spiritual death is the separa- 
tion of both body and soul from God eternally. 
This is spoken of as ‘‘ The second death” (Rev. 
2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8) which is “The lake of 
fire.’ It is second in relation to the preceding 
physical death of the wicked in unbelief and rejec- 
tion of God. The second death is the everlasting 
abode, state and condition of those who die the first 
time without Christ. It is not annihilation, but con- 
scious pain and suffering apart from God forever 
and ever. There is no release from this death and 
once this death is entered into, character, condition 
and destiny are fixed for eternity, for the reason 
that it is “ appointed unto men once to die.” 

There is another thing fixed by the settled 
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Divine decree and that is Judgment after death. 
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die and 
after death the Judgment,’ Man dies once and the 
next thing before him is Judgment. Judgment 
does not precede, accompany nor even take place 
necessarily immediately following death. There 
are many passages which indicate that full Judg- 
ment will not take place until the Lord appears a 
second time (Acts 17: 31; Matt. 25: 31-46). But 
whether Judgment takes place immediately after 
death or ages after death, the next thing the per- 
son, saved or unsaved, who has died, looks forward 
to, is Judgment and this is eternally settled by the 
Divine decree. It may be Judgment for the evil 
deeds done in the body, which will be followed by 
penalty; or it may be Judgment for good motives, 
thoughts, works and words, experienced and ac- 
complished in this life for Christ’s sake, which will 
be followed by reward, but it is fixed that when 
death takes place, Judgment must follow. 

Not only is it decreed that man shall only die 
once and that Judgment shall succeed death, but it 
was decreed also that Christ should only be offered 
once for the sins of many. When Christ died on 
the Cross, He was there delivered up by the deter- 
minate Counsel and foreknowledge of God, though 
by wicked hands He was crucified and slain (Acts 
2:23). The old law merely presented a shadow 
of the essential promised spiritual blessings but did 
not perfect or justify those who sought God 
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through it. The sacrifices of the law were there- 
fore continually repeated, with the result that a 
consciousness of sins was annually revived, for 
animal blood could not in reality take away sin. 
Accordingly when Christ came into the world, He 
said “Sacrifice and offering, thou wouldst not, I 
am come to do thy will.” In this, He proclaimed 
the uselessness of the Old Testament sacrifices and 
cleared the ground for the final sacrifice He was 
to make in His death upon the tree. Under the 
law, the sacrifices were repeated frequently, the 
priests standing daily ministering; under grace, the 
sacrifice was to be presented only once, with the 
blessed result that those who approached God 
through it are perfected forevermore. The sacri- 
fices under law were inadequate; the sacrifice in 
Christ is sufficient. The many sacrifices under law 
constituted the shadow; the one sacrifice made by 
Christ constituted the reality. The sacrifices under 
law were incomplete; the sacrifice made by Christ 
was complete, final and decisive. It was decreed 
that Christ should die but once. He came, lived 
and died that once. He shall never die again. 
When Christ offered Himself, that was the true 
and final offering for sin because it was the sacri- 
fice, which, according to the eternal decree and the 
fixed prophecy, God purposed and desired Him to 
make. 

But as it was settled in eternity by the Father 
that man should only die once, that Judgment 
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should follow death in every case, and that Christ 
should only atone for sin once, so it was also de- 
creed that Christ having died once and been raised 
again, should appear in this earth a second time, 
apart from sin, unto salvation. As Christ’s death 
followed His birth, His resurrection followed His 
death and His ascension followed His resurrection; 
so will His second advent follow His ascension. 
According to the appointment, man dies once and 
the next thing before him is the Judgment. Ac- 
cording to the same divine decree, Christ was born 
into human nature once and the next thing before 
Him was death for sin. According to the self- 
same decree, Christ offered Himself once for the 
sins of the many and the next thing now before 
Him is the Second Advent. As for man at death, 
the results of life are entered upon, so at the Sec- 
ond Coming, the full results of the atoning death 
of Christ will be entered upon. The Second Ad- 
vent of Christ cannot fail because the determinate 
Counsel of God fixed and settled it for both Christ 
and this earth before times eternal. “ Unto them 
who look for him, shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.” The first foundation 
then of our Hope of Christ’s glorious reappearing 


is the eternal, immutable purpose of God the 
Father. 


2. The Uttered Word of the Son. 
Not only is the foundation of our Hope the eter- 
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nal purpose of the Father, but it is also the uttered 
word of Jesus as well. What Christ had to say 
concerning His Second Coming is ample and it is 
certainly conclusive. With the one exception of 
a big passage, a full address which Christ gave 
upon the subject as recorded in the Gospel by 
Matthew (24, 25), and, which we reserve for later 
in the study, we will look at His statements in their 
chronological order, as nearly as possible. It is 
only as we look at His words in this way, will we 
get the fullness of His teaching on the subject. 
We will not refer to what our Lord said concern- 
ing His Second Coming in the Parables, for the 
reason that I have presented in “ The Kingdom in 
Mystery ” a careful study of that aspect of the sub- 
ject. 

The first recorded instance in which Jesus men- 
tioned His Second Coming is in the Gospel by 
Matthew (10:23). At that time, He was sending 
out His disciples on a preaching, teaching and heal- 
ing tour. He told them that they would be perse- 
cuted and driven from city to city, but He assured 
them that they would not have gone the round of 
all the cities of Israel “till the Son of Man be 
come.” It is admitted that this is a puzzling state- 
ment of our Lord. From a study of this passage, 
it is clear that the disciples did not go the round of 
all the cities for Israel had rejected the message of 
the Kingdom. ‘To this day, all the cities of Israel 
have not been visited by the Gospel. Whatever be 
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the meaning of this startling statement of Jesus, it 
teaches that the Coming of the Son of Man is cer- 
tain and that it is the motive for patient suffering 
under trial. Hurrying to make the Gospel known 
is one way by which the Coming of the Son of 
Man is hastened. 

The second time that Jesus mentioned His Sec- 
ond Coming is also recorded in the Gospel by 
Matthew (16:27). At that time He was begin- 
ning to teach His small inner circle of friends 
about His suffering and ultimate rejection and vio- 
lent death. In the midst of this teaching He re- 
ferred to a time when He “ shall come in the glory 
of his Father and all the holy angels with him.” 
He then added that some of the disciples to whom 
He was then speaking would not “ taste of death ”’ 
till they see the Son of Man coming in His King- 
dom. This pointed to the transfiguration scene 
which occurred six days afterward and was wit- 
nessed by three of those to whom He spoke (com- 
pare Matt. 17:1-8; 2 Peter 1: 16-18). The 
transfiguration was the only event within the life- 
tire of these men to which these words could ap- 
ply. The transfiguration was an epitome, sum- 
mary, compendium, or a piece of pictorial teaching 
of what both the Second Coming and the Kingdom 
in manifestation will be. In the very center of all, 
and above all, is the Lord Jesus Christ, with the 
glory shining out of His person, so dazzling that 
it stupefies the senses of those who are permitted 
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to behold. ‘The one who had hidden His glory be- 
neath the form of a bondservant now bursts forth 
in glory. In that scene we see Moses standing for 
those under law, the one who had died. Also in 
that scene, we see Elijah, the one who stands for 
prophecy, that one who had been taken to Heaven 
without passing through the event of death. Then 
we also see the three disciples, filled with fear, 
prostrate, at the same time looking upon the glori- 
ous person of the Lord. In Moses we have a rep- 
resentation of those who have died and will be 
raised into life when Jesus comes. In Elijah we 
have a representation of those who will be changed 
into Christ’s likeness without passing through the 
event of death, while in the three disciples, we have 
a representation of the Jewish nation as they will 
be affected by the glorious appearing of our Lord 
in Heaven. Thus we have a complete picture in 
the transfiguration of the Coming of the Son of 
Man and the manifestation of His Kingdom which 
will follow. 

We now turn to the Gospel by John for the next 
time Jesus mentioned the Second Coming (14: 3, 
28). Again He is with His inner circle of friends, 
this time in an upper room at the last Passover 
feast. He makes the startling announcement that 
He is soon to be separated from them and to go 
home to the Father. Naturally the disciples are 
suddenly thrown into a paroxysm of sorrow and 
fear. Jesus proceeds to comfort the sorrowing 
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disciples and He does so by announcing and prom- 
ising His return to them again. He said, “I will 
come again and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am, ye may be also.” Ina little while He 
repeated the announcement and promise by saying 
—‘“T go away and come again unto you.” 

Behind this announcement there is a pictorial 
illustration. In the East there are many roaming 
tribes. Early in the morning they break tent and 
put out for the day. In the evening, as the sun 
sinks in the west, they look forward to pitching 
their tents for the night. The chief of the tribe 
strikes out in advance, finds the place, and then on 
it plants his standard. ‘This is the way by which 
he prepares the place for those who are coming on 
after him. When this is done, then he returns and 
conducts his tribe into that place. Christ presents 
Himself here as the Chief. He has gone on in 
advance into the Father’s presence and there He 
has planted His standard, which is His own blessed 
Self, and one day He will return and conduct the 
oncoming saved hosts of the earth into His pres- 
ence, that where He is, they may be also. This 
announcement was a real comfort that time and it 
has been a real comfort ever since. Yes, Jesus 
promised by His uttered word that He would re- 
turn again, and He will. 

The next time that Jesus mentioned His Second 
Coming was in reply to the High Priest at His 
trial (Matt. 26: 64). The High Priest demanded 
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that Christ tell whether He was the Son of God or 
not, and Jesus made reply in the affirmative and 
then went further and added: “‘ Hereafter shall ye 
see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of 
power and coming in the clouds of heaven.” Here 
Christ witnessed a good confession of three things 
—His Divine Sonship, His High Priestly session 
at the right hand of the Father and His Second 
Coming in Glory by and by. 

We now come to the big passage we reserved for 
this point of our discussion. It is found complete 
in Matthew (24, 25) and in part in both Mark 18 
and Luke 21. Let us keep in mind that this ad- 
dress was given by our Lord in answer to the ques- 
tions of the disciples regarding His Second Coming 
and the destruction of Jerusalem, which they con- 
nected with it. They wanted to know two things 
concerning His Second Advent, namely, the time 
when it would take place, and second, the sign of 
its near approach. ‘The Lord answered these two 
questions in their inverted order, speaking of the 
sign first and the time second. After this, He 
went on and emphasized preparation for His com- 
ing, concluding by depicting the event itself as it 
will then relate to the nations of the earth. It is 
only possible for us to very briefly sunamarize the 
teaching of the Lord in that address upon His 
Coming again in Glory. We notice running 
through the address two things; first, the Age 
which will precede the event of His Second Com- 
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ing and then the Event Itself. What did He say 
concerning the age that would precede His Second 
Coming? ‘There are several things He made plain 
and for the sake of simplicity we will number them 
and give them in brief statements. 

(1) In the first place, He made plain that His 
Second Coming would be preceded by a period of 
an indefinite and considerable length. He spoke 
of the age as, “ The times of the Gentiles” (Luke 
21:24). A “time” signified the period between 
the annual feasts, equalling one year. When the 
word was used in the plural, it always depicted a 
prolonged indefinite period in the world’s history. 
Then in the address He definitely called that age, 
“A long time’ (Matt. 25: 19). 

(2) In the second place, He made plain in the 
address that this indefinite period of time would be 
an age of great tribulation for His people in the 
earth. He tells them exactly when the tribulation 
would commence, namely, at the moment when 
Daniel’s prophecy would be fulfilled in the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem which took place in 70 a.p. He 
telis them also the moment of time when the great 
tribulation would cease, namely, at the appearing 
of the Son of Manin Glory. The tribulation did 
not begin and end with the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. It began then and will end when Jesus comes 
again. He further advises them what the chief 
characteristics of the tribulation would be, the ap- 
pearance of false Christs on the earth, the earth 
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being invaded by a false Christian religion, pesti- 
lence, earthquakes, wars, rumours of wars, abound- 
ing evil and apostasy from the faith, and persecu- 
tion in all parts of the earth from the world power, 
of the people of God. 

He also tells them that during this time of tribu- 
lation, the sun will be darkened. ‘There are three 
suns mentioned in the Scriptures—the real sun, the 
orb of day, the imperial sun, which is the world 
government in power at the time, and the spiritual 
Sun, which is Christ Himself. Which sun is re- 
ferred to in this prophecy? It is hard to deter- 
mine. If it mean the imperial sun, the world 
power soon was eclipsed and has been eclipsed at 
intervals since that time. If it mean the natural 
sun, the natural sun, too, has been eclipsed and has 
brought considerable distress to people on the 
earth. If it mean the spiritual Sun, He has been 
eclipsed, though partially, even to this day. There 
are 1,600 millions of people on the earth to-day 
and Christ is eclipsed to about 1,000 millions of 
them. They are in the darkness and cannot see 
Him. This event was to precede His Second Com- 
ing and however we look at it, it has been true for 
nearly two thousand years. 

He tells them also that the moon shall cease to 
give her light. ‘There are three moons mentioned 
in the Scriptures—the real, the national and the 
ecclesiastical. If the references be to the real 
moon, the planet that governs the night, that 
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prophecy has been fulfilled many times since the 
prediction was given. If it mean the national 
moon, referring to the Hebrew Kingdom, that 
moon ceased to give her light in 70 a. p., when the 
Holy City was destroyed and the nation scattered 
to the four points of the compass. If it mean the 
ecclesiastical moon, the Church, she has declined in 
giving her light also. And so in whatever way we 
take this pictorial prophecy, it is true in history at 
this very moment. ‘This was to precede His glori- 
ous Coming in clouds. 

But He does not stop even here, for He goes on 
to say that the stars shall fall from Heaven. If 
the reference be to literal stars, the event has taken 
place again and again through history. If the ref- 
erence be to political stars, that event, too, has been 
repeated again and again in history. If the refer- 
ence be to spiritual stars, describing the apostasy of 
Christians from the faith, this, too, has become his- 
tory and is history at the present moment and will 
be history to the end. 

He also states not only the sun will be eclipsed, 
the moon would cease to give her light and the stars 
of the heavens would fall, but that the powers of 
the heavens would be shaken before He comes. By 
powers of the heavens is not meant some organized 
systems somewhere up in the air, or in the invisible 
region, but organized governments here on the 
earth. This is clear from what the Apostle Paul 
said in the epistle to the Romans (13: 1-7). It is 
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only after all these predicted events had become 
history that the Lord announces His Coming will 
take place. Surely there is no one that will be bold 
enough to say that all of these events, to a degree 
at least, have not been history for hundreds of 
years. 

(3) Not only did He announce that the age prior 
to His Advent would be of considerable length and 
that it would be a period of intense and prolonged 
tribulation for His people, but that it would be an 
age also of universal Gentile domination. He said 
(Luke 21: 24), referring to the Jewish people and 
their polity, “ They shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shail be led away captive into all na- 
tions; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled.” The domination of the Jewish people by 
the Gentile powers has continued from the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem to this present day. From that 
time until to-day the city of Jerusalem together 
with the Jewish people, have continued to be sub- 
ject to Gentile power, first to the Romans, then to 
the Saracens; then for a brief time they were in the 
hands of the Crusaders, and for many years under 
the control of the Ottoman Turks and now by the 
British. This prophecy of Christ has been liter- 
ally fulfilled in the history of the Jewish nation and 
of the Gentile world powers generally, even as the 
Lord spoke it. 

(4) Furthermore, He taught them plainly in the 
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address that during the age of tribulation and Gen- 
tile leadership there would be the universal preach- 
ing of the Gospel. He said (Matt. 24: 14), “And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” ‘This promise predicts noth- 
ing more than the racial universal preaching of the 
Gospel. This has become history and is being made 
history at the present moment, for there are no na- 
tions or races to which the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is not being preached to-day. In fact, every race 
of the human family is represented in the cosmo- 
politan population of North America and to every 
one of them, as races, the Gospel is being heralded 
at this present moment. 

(5) And again He taught them plainly in the 
address that in the age prior to His Second Com- 
ing, notwithstanding the universal preaching of the 
Gospel, there would be a widespread decay of vital 
Godliness among professed believers. In stating 
this He declared (Matt. 24: 12), “And because in- 
iquity shall abound the love of many shall wax 
cold.” Who will dare to affirm that this is not his- 
tory at the present time? 

(6) In connection with this and issuing from it, 
He plainly taught the disciples then that during the 
prolonged period of tribulation and preaching of 
the Gospel, there would be many both true and 
false ministers of the Gospel. his is what He il- 
lustrated in the double parable in the address as 
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it appears in the Gospel by Matthew (Matt. 
24: 41-51). 

(7) He also predicted that in the age prior to 
His Second Coming the Church in general would 
exist in society in a mixed condition, would have 
her periods of revival and declension, and by rea- 
son of the long delay in the return of the Lord, 
would fall into a condition of indifference and dull- 
ness of expectation to the event of the Second 
Coming. ‘This is beautifully portrayed in the par- 
able of the Ten Virgins (25: 1-14). (Fora par- 
ticular study of this parable, see my book, “‘ The 
Kingdom in Mystery.”) It should be noticed here 
that the Ten Virgins were awakened by the cry, 
“ Behold the Bridegroom! come ye forth to meet 
him.” There is no cry that will awaken a sleeping 
indifferent Church like the announcement, “ The 
Bridegroom is on the way; go forth and meet 
Him.” 

These are the seven things that our Lord gave 
the disciples then concerning the age that would 
precede His Second Coming. After having done 
this, He directed their attention to the Event Itself. 
What did He teach them concerning that Event? 
We will run through this wonderful address again 
and pick out certain things that He definitely 
taught, and again, for the sake of simplicity, we 
will number them. 

(1) In the first place, He taught plainly that His 
Second Coming would be personal, literal and vis- 
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ible. He disconnected the event completely from 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the downfall and 
dispersion of the Hebrew Kingdom. ‘The destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem was to be one event in the near 
future while His Second Coming was to be another 
event in the distant future. This is emphasized 
throughout the whole address by direct statement 
and parabolic illustration. 

(2) Having shown that His Second Coming 
would be personal and visible, He went on to ad- 
dress them upon the subject of both its certainty 
and uncertainty. As far as the event itself is con- 
cerned, it is certain to take place; as far as the ex- 
act date of that event is concerned, to men, angels, 
and even to Christ, it is uncertain. ‘This He de- 
clared in many ways. 

(3) Another thing He made plain in that ad- 
dress was that when the Second Coming takes place 
it will not be secret and local, but rather public and 
universal. It will be like the lightning which 
flashes at one side of the heavens and is seen at the 
other side of the heavens. 

(4) Furthermore, He also taught the disciples 
then, and He would teach us now, that when the 
event of the Second Coming takes place, it will be 
unexpected by the people of the earth. ‘Though 
the people of Noah’s day had been fully instructed 
and warned concerning the coming of the judg- 
ment, yet when the flood did come they were 
caught in an unexpected attitude and manner of 
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life. So it will be at the Coming of the Son of 
Man. 

(5) Doubtless the disciples were wondering 
what the condition of society would be at the event 
of the Second Coming of the Lord. He went on 
to tell them by referring again to the condition of 
society in Noah’s day. ‘The flood found the people 
eating, drinking, marrying, giving in marriage and 
carrying on their business pursuits as usual. So 
it will be at the Coming of the Son of Man. 

(6) He went further than they had expected in 
answer to their questions and called their attention 
to the necessary preparation for His Coming. Let 
us keep in mind that He was speaking alone to His 
disciples at that time. The unsaved were not be- 
fore Him. If they had been there He would have 
called them to repentance toward God and faith in 
Himself as the Saviour. But as He was speaking 
to disciples alone He told them that active service 
for Him during His absence was a necessary prepa- 
ration for His return. This He illustrated by the 
parable of the Talents (Matt. 25: 14-31). 

(7) He concluded His address by depicting in a 
real and pictorial way the Event Itself as it will 
transpire at the consummation of the age (Matt. 
25: 81-46). The one thing He emphasizes in His 
description of the Event is that His Second Com- 
ing will be the time when the Judgment will take 
place. We will have something more to say about 
the Judgment a little further on, but this is suffi- 
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cient to show what our Lord taught concerning His 
Second Advent and the age preceding it in His 
wonderful Olivet prophecy. 

Up to this point we have looked only at what our 
Lord had to say prior to His death, about His Sec- 
ond Coming. Did He speak about His Second 
Coming after He rose from the dead and before 
He ascended to the Father? He did once at least, 
and if we take His statement about the Kingdom as 
recorded in the Acts (1: 6-7) as a reference to His 
Coming, He mentioned it twice. 

The time when we are sure that He did mention 
it is found in the Gospel by John (21: 20-238), and 
the whole scene is sublimely natural. Though in 
the glorified body the Risen Lord, in secret, pre- 
pared for the tired, cold and discouraged disciples, 
a breakfast of fish and bread. On His invitation 
they gathered around the board and after the bless- 
ing partook seemingly in silence. After breaking 
their fast, Jesus drew from Peter a thrice-repeated 
confession of love and admiration, which in turn 
drew from Christ a prophecy of Peter’s future and 
death. This was of great interest to the Apostle 
and so, having remembered how John had asked 
Christ a question for his sake, he now asks Jesus a 
question for John’s sake. It will be remembered 
that when John asked the question for Peter’s sake, 
that he obtained an answer directly. But when 
Peter, of his own accord, and perhaps from mere 
curiosity, asked Christ a question ostensibly for 
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John’s sake, he does not receive an answer directly 
but is rather rebuked for his trouble. This does 
not look as if Peter were superior to John, does it? 
However, Peter, accosting the Risen One, referring 
to John, asked, “And this man what?” “You 
have told me about when and by what mode I am 
to die, and now tell me about when and by what 
mode our mutual friend, John, will die?” Jesus 
made reply in both a question and a command, say- 
ing, “If I will that he tarry till 1 come what is that 
to thee? Follow thou me.” The other disciples, 
having heard the answer that Jesus made to Peter, 
concluded from it that Jesus meant to indicate that 
John would not pass through the event of death at 
all, but would be alive when Christ came back to 
earth a second time. Yet Jesus did not say John 
“shall not die,” but simply raised the imporfant 
question, “ If 7 will that John live till I come, what 
is that to thee? ” 


This whole scene is important as teaching many 
precious lessons. It teaches that Jesus in resurrec- 
tion reveals Himself the same person in reality, ap- 
pearance, speech, power, wisdom, love and grace 
that He was prior to His death. He was a Prophet 
before His death and He is a Prophet still in resur- 
rection life for He foretells the time and mode of 
Peter’s death. The scene also teaches that to those 
who are in Christ, death is no longer the dread pen- 
alty of the law inflicted on a guilty culprit. It is 
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falling asleep in Christ, which event opens to the 
departed a new world and a vision of Christ which 
is very far better than any vision of Christ in this 
life. What the manner of death of each of the 
saints shall be, we, of course, do not know, but 
whatever that mode of death be, when passed 
through in faith, it glorifies God. Jesus would 
teach Peter and all believers that the time and 
manner of the death of each believer are under His 
sovereign will. 

Further, it teaches just how believers should con- 
duct themselves in relation to Christ in the mean- 
time. He told the Apostle about when and how 
He would die and then immediately added, for the 
time between this moment and death, ‘‘ Follow 
me.” The Great Captain of our Salvation has 
gone on in advance and it is for every child of God 
to tread in His steps. With Him God, the Father, 
was ever well pleased. All that God desires of us 
is summed up in following Christ. This following 
involves confidence in, separation to, and service 
for Christ. 

But the scene also teaches most distinctly that 
death is one event and the Lord’s Coming is an- 
other event. Jesus here predicted Peter’s death by 
which he would glorify God. He could do this be- 
cause in the risen life the death of every child of 
God is fixed and ordered by His will. Then He 
mentioned the Second Coming and immediately 
the disciples knew that He meant His Second Glo- 
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rious Return to this earth as He had promised them 
before (John 14: 3, 28), while with them in the 
upper room. In death, believers go to be with 
Christ individually; in the Second Coming, Christ 
returns for all of His people, both the living and 
the dead. Doubtless the disciples that morning 
and afterward believed and hoped that their Lord 
might come the second time before their death, 
really and in person. And though many centuries 
have passed, that is the Church’s Hope to-day. 

Generally speaking, as we think of Peter and 
John in that scene, and what the Lord said concern- 
ing each of them, we derive the abiding lesson that 
the people of God are divided into two distinct 
classes, with reference to their end on earth in mor- 
tal human flesh. Either we shall fall asleep before 
Christ comes, or we shall be alive on earth at His 
Advent. In which of these classes shall we be 
found? We do not know and it is not designed 
we should know whether we are to pass through 
the event of death or be alive at His Second Glo- 
rious Appearing. In the meantime, we are to 
watch and follow Christ. 

We must not leave this part of our study until 
we notice some reference to the subject, repre- 
sented as being made by Christ in the Book of the 
Revelation. In this Book, the Risen Lord is in the 
Glory, having ascended and taken His seat at the 
right hand of the Father. He appears to John in 
the island of Patmos and gives to him a series of 
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visions of the events in history, past, present and 
future. In this series of pictures He mentions His 
Second Advent ten different times and before con- 
cluding His statements gives a wonderful descrip- 
tion of the event itself. When I say that the sub- 
ject is mentioned ten times, that is excepting the 
reference in the first chapter, verse seven, which 
was made by the Holy Spirit through John, the 
writer of the Book. 

In the second and third chapters we have a vision 
of seven churches which present a picture of the 
visible congregation of God on the field of history 
from Pentecost to the Second Advent. In fact, 
the seven churches depict exactly what the King- 
dom in Mystery is to-day on earth and what it shall 
be to the end. In this great vision the Risen Lord 
is represented as appearing to those churches and 
giving each one a distinct message and in five of 
these messages He distinctly mentions His Coming 
(2:5, 16, 25; 3:3, 11). In the message to the 
church in Ephesus there is a call to Remember, to 
Repent and to Reform which is enforced by a ref- 
erence to and promise of the Coming of Him who 
holdeth the seven stars in His right hand and walk- 
eth in the midst of the seven golden lampstands. 
In the message to the church in Pergamos there is 
an urgent call to separation unto Christ in view of 
the quick return of Him who hath the sharp two- 
edged sword symbolizing the authority of Life and 
Death. In the message to the faithful remnant in 
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the church of Thyatira there is an urgent call to 
fixed steadfastness in the Truth in view of the im- 
pending arrival of Him who hath His eyes like 
unto a flame of fire and His feet like unto bur- 
nished brass. In the message to the company of 
believing ones in Sardis there is an urgent call to 
watchful edification in Christian character and 
service in view of the thief-like reappearing of 
Him who hath the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars. In the message to the church in Phila- 
delphia, the congregation of brotherly love, there is 
a clarion call to grip arid to hold fast what they had 
lest some others might take the promised crown, 
and this call is emphasized in view of the imminent 
and sudden parousia of Him that is holy, Him that 
is true, and Him that hath the key of David, and 
Him that openeth and none can shut, and that 
shutteth and none openeth. 

In the sixteenth chapter there is another vision 
covering the same period of time as the vision in 
the second and third chapters. It is the time when 
God’s wrath is poured out on the earth and judg- 
ment is in progress. The earth, the sea, the rivers, 
the fountains, the sun, the throne of the beast are 
all visited with Divine judgment. There is special 
demon activity and the spirit of war is rampant in 
the earth. ‘The very atmosphere also comes under 
the wrath of God and there are lightnings, voices, 
thunders, earthquakes, and so serious are the re- 
sults that cities are ruined, kingdoms fall and gov- 
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ernments disappear as islands beneath the deep. 
From the background of the terrible scenes of 
judgment we hear Jesus, the Lamb of God, still on 
the Throne, eagerly announcing through the storm 
(16: 12-16), “ Behold I come as a thief, blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments lest 
they walk naked and they see his shame.” In the 
nineteenth and twentieth chapters there are shouts 
of joy and praise. He has come at last! The 
enemy of God, of Christ, of the Church is put down 
and away and the Lord is reigning on the earth 
with all those who are His own. It is no surprise 
that at this point alone in the events predicted in 
the book of the Revelation that we find all creation, 
the Redeemed and myriads upon myriads of the 
unfallen angelic hosts singing together the Allelulia 
chorus, “Salvation and glory and honour and 
power unto the Lord, our God; for true and right- 
eous are his judgments!” 

In the last chapter of the Revelation when all the 
visions are ended Jesus has a confidential, personal 
talk with John and three times again He speaks of 
His Second Coming (7, 12, 20). Each time He 
mentions it now He is eager for the moment when 
He will return to the earth a second time. ‘“‘ Be- 
hold I come quickly!” is His thrice repeated an- 
nouncement. ‘The first time He mentions it now 
He declares that the measure of blessedness then 
for His own will be determined by the extent of 
their obedience and service during His absence. 
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“Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this Book.” ‘The second time He men- 
tions it He connects the event with rewards for 
good works done for Him in the body by saying, 
“ Behold I come quickly; and my reward is with 
me to give every man according as his works shall 
be.” The third and last time He mentions His 
Second Coming, He is yearning with expectation 
and with a voice as of a great trumpet calls simply 
and strongly to the Church, “I come quickly.” 
And John answers back with a heart full of love, 
“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.” Thus we see that 
all the teaching of Jesus, whether it be in history, 
in doctrine or in prophecy, was athrob with the 
thought of the Second Advent and this teaching of 
His forms the sure foundation to our Hope that 
He will return again. 


3. The Promise of the Spirit. 

We have looked at the settled purpose of the Fa- 
ther and the uttered word of the Son, as the basis 
of our Hope for the Lord’s return, and now let us 

notice the promise of the Holy Spirit as the third 
foundation of our sure expectation that the Lord 
Jesus will return again in glory to this earth. We 
find the promise of the Holy Spirit in the teaching 
of the New Testament, as presented in the epistles 
of Paul, James, Peter, John and Jude. It is worth 
noticing that in eighteen of the twenty-one little © 
books known as the Epistles, that the Holy Spirit 
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bears testimony to the Second Coming of Christ. 
The three books in which He does not mention the 
Second Coming are—Philemon, and Second and 
Third John. In addition.to what we have in the 
Epistles, we find the Holy Spirit calling attention 
to the Blessed Hope frequently in the addresses 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. On account 
of limited space, it is impossible to call attention 
to every passage in the Acts and Epistles, and so 
we will content ourselves with running hastily 
through these books and noticing a few sample pas- 
sages here and there. 

In the Acts (3: 19-21), we hear the Holy Spirit 
speaking to a great multitude and saying: “ Repent 
ve, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall 
send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you; whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of the restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets, 
since the world began.” This passage is valuable 
in that it gives us the twofold purpose of the 
preaching of the Gospel in this age, namely, to 
save the lost and to bring back the Christ. 

In the Romans (13: 11-12), the Holy Spirit 
rings the morning watch bell by writing—“ Know- 
ing the time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 
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hand; let us therefore cast off the works of dark- 
ness and let us put on the armour of light.” 

In the Epistles to the Corinthians, as the Holy 
Spirit writes about the position of all believers in 
grace, we hear Him say (1 Cor. 1: 7-8), “ So that 
ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall also confirm 
you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Then again 
(3: 10-15), when urging a pure, practical and 
noble Christian life, He says, “‘ Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” 
Further on, when speaking of the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper (11:26), He declares, “For as 
often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord’s death till he come.” The Lord’s 
Supper declares the real absence of Christ and 
gives promise of the real presence of Christ a sec- 
ond time. In the fifteenth chapter (verse 23), 
when arguing for the future bodily resurrection of 
the believers, and explaining the order of the resur- 
rection, He says—‘“ But every man in his own or- 
der (or company); Christ, the first fruits; after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 

When the Holy Spirit writes, showing the con- 
trast between law and grace, to the Christians of 
Galatia, He seeks to inspire them to steadfastness 
in the faith by declaring (5: 5), “ For we through 
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the Spirit wait for the Hope (or pledge) of right- 
eousness by faith.” ‘The pledge of our righteous- 
ness is Christ and He is at the right hand of the 
Father. By the operation of the Holy Spirit, be- 
lievers now with patience wait for the return to 
this earth of the pledge of our righteousness. 

When we come to the Epistles of the imprison- 
ment, with the exception of Philemon, the promise 
of the Holy Spirit is even more emphatic concern- 
ing the Second Advent than in any of the Epistles 
which we have already studied. When speaking 
of Christ as the object of the believers’ expecta- 
tion (Phil. 3: 20-21), he says, “ For our citizen- 
ship is in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able to subdue all things unto him- 
self.” Again, when He emphasizes the believers’ 
union with Christ now and in the future (Col. 
3:4), we hear Him say, “ When Christ who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” 

The Epistles to the Thessalonians set forth more 
clearly than any other the testimony of the Holy 
Spirit on this subject. In every chapter of the first 
epistle, the subject is clearly brought before us, 
while in the second epistle, Christians are urged to 
patient steadfastness under trial in view of the soon 
coming of the Lord. Let us hasten to some of 
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these statements concerning this subject as written 
by the Holy Spirit in these two little books—‘ Ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus” (1 
Thess. 1: 9-10). Again He asks and makes an- 
swer to His question (2: 19), “ What is our hope, 
our joy, our crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye 
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming?” Then He urges them (3: 12-13) to 
increase in abounding love toward one another and 
toward all men to the’end that their hearts might 
be unblamable in holiness before God at the Com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints, 
When He would instruct the ignorant and the 
sorrowing ones concerning the present condition of 
the saved and the future glory of the resurrected 
and the raptured dead, He said (4: 13-18), “ But 
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and 
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remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” ‘Then the Holy Spirit 
takes up the exercise of prayer in the hearts of 
those Christians and causes them to intercede for 
their separation unto God for holy life and active 
ministry and pleads thus (5: 23): “ And the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Then when He would admonish to patience un- 
der trial, He would say (2 Thess. 1: 7-8), “ And 
to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In the personal Pastoral Epistles, First and Sec- 
ond Timothy and Titus, there are also a number of 
very clear passages on the subject under consider- 
ation. When He would urge young Timothy to 
faithfulness in the ministry, He would say (1 
Tim. 6:14): “Keep this commandment without 
spot, unrebukable until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” When He would urge him on into 
the preaching of the Word, He would say (2 Tim. 
4: 1-2): “I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
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and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea- 
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffer- 
ing and doctrine.” In the Epistle to Titus 
(2: 11-13), the Holy Spirit couples the “ looking 
for the Blessed Hope and appearing of the glory of 
Jesus Christ”? with denying ungodliness, worldly 
lusts and living righteously, as three different 
things to be kept constantly in view. 

In the Hebrew Epistles, such as Hebrews, James, 
First and Second Peter, there are also many 
passages upon this glorious theme (Heb. 
9: 27-28; 10: 12-13; James 5: 7-10; 1 Peter 
1: 5-7; 2 Peter 3: 3-13). In two of the General 
Epistles, there is also a strong testimony to the 
truth of our Lord’s Second Advent (1 John 
2: 18-28; 3: 1-4; Jude 14). I would strongly 
urge the reader to take his Bible and turn to these 
passages himself and notice what the Holy Spirit 
has to say in them concerning the Blessed Hope 
of our Lord’s return to this earth a second time. 

We thus see that from the beginning to the end 
of all the teaching part of the New Testament, the 
Lord’s Second Coming is kept prominently in view 
and is made the controlling and impelling motive 
for all manner of Christian life and service. 
Soundness of doctrine is emphasized in view of the 
Second Coming. Holiness of character and recti- 
tude of conduct are emphasized in view of the Sec- 
ond Coming. Patient steadfastness under trial is 
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emphasized in view of the Second Coming. Those 
who are sorrowful concerning the loss of loved 
ones and are perplexed because of the many daily 
difficulties and problems are encouraged and com- 
forted in view of the Second Coming. Not only is 
the purpose of the Father, the Word of the Son, 
the basis of our Hope, that the Lord will return 
again, but the plain testimony of the Holy Spirit 
throughout all the epistles is our sure foundation 
as well. Surely when the Father purposed it, the 
Son pledged it and the Holy Spirit repeatedly 
promised it, the Lord Jesus will come some day. 


4. The Inscrutable Experience of the Re- 
deemed. 


There is a fourth foundation to our Hope of 
the Lord’s return to earth a second time. Gener- 
ally speaking, in all the books written upon the sub- 
ject, there is not much attention given to this wit- 
ness that He surely is coming back once more. 
This testimony is not in the settled decree of the 
Father, the plain uttered Word of the Son, nor in 
the sure promise of the Spirit, but in the strange, 
and, to many, imscrutable experience of the Re- 
deemed. ‘There is a special and peculiar witness 
within the truly regenerated heart that Jesus is to 
return and we are to see Him. Sometimes this 
consciousness is so intense, so jubilant, that it com- 
pels the one under its influence to triumph, to 
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boast, or exult in the prospect of the Lord’s soon 
breaking forth from the Heaven which has so long 
retained Him. God by His Spirit has given all 
who truly believe a kind of fore-thrill of the won- 
derful power of the glory which at any moment 
may be put into operation to raise the dead, and 
to transform these bodies of our humiliation into 
the likeness of the body of His glory. 

Like many others, I am frequently asked some 
questions about the Lord’s return. ‘There is usu- 
ally an earnestness and an eagerness in the eye and 
voice when such questions are asked. I have never 
had a worldly Christian ask me any questions 
about Christ’s Second Coming. I have generally 
found when such questions are sincerely presented 
that there is a strange longing of the heart for 
Him and His personal coming back again. I was 
called once to see a very sick woman. She was 
intelligent and for many years a devoted, active 
Christian. She asked me to explain the strange 
longing that she had in her heart to see Jesus. She 
said, “I do so long to see Him! I wish that He 
would soon come back. Do you think that He will 
ever come back again? Can you explain to me the 
real cause of this eager longing. I have in my 
heart?” JI talked a little to her about the Advent 
and discovered that she was not very well informed 
upon the subject and hence quite confused. But 
notwithstanding her lack of Biblical knowledge and 
her confusion of mind, she was truly eager to see 
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Him and to have Him return, according to prom~- 
ise. 

The strange longing of this woman is but a 
sample of the yearning desire within the great heart 
of the whole Church, the affianced bride of Christ. 
The people who stood outside eagerly longed for 
their Priest to return from the most Holy Place 
with the announcement and blessing of a full sal- 
vation. The real explanation of this longing in the 
heart of the Church is given in the Epistle to the 
Romans (5:2, 5), where we read, “ Through 
whom also we have had our access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God; and hope putteth not to 
shame; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, which has been 
given to us.” In the second verse, we have again 
the three tenses of the Christian life, in the past, 
justified forever; in the present, in favour with 
God; and looking to the future, exulting in the 
Hope, the sure guarantee of one day, not only be- 
holding, but sharing in the glory of God. When 
God declares a believing sinner righteous in His 
sight, He sets that one permanently at peace with 
Himself, thereby assuring that one a share in the 
personal, positional and official glory which Christ 
had with the Father before the world was. ‘Those 
whom God justifies, He has pledged by His Eternal 
Decree, His Word and His Oath to ultimately 
glorify (Rom. 8:30). The Hope mentioned in 
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the fifth verse, which never puts to shame by dis- 
appointment, is the sure guarantee believers have 
within of participating in God’s glory along with 
Christ when He comes a Second Time. This Hope 
is prepared and reserved now for all of the re- 
deemed. The Christian then has Hope in two dis- 
tinct ways; first, instantly on believing, along with 
a sense of peace and conscious abiding access to 
God; next, after the reality of his faith has been 
proved by experience, especially by the patient en- 
durance of trials set to test him. We first get Hope 
by looking away from ourselves to the Lamb of 
God, Who bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree; next, by looking znto, or upon, ourselves as 
transformed by that “looking unto Jesus.” The 
Hope then of the child of God is twofold, first, ob- 
jective, and second, subjective. The Hope men- 
tioned in the fifth verse is subjective, being the re- 
sult of that which God has worked into the soul 
through claiming the objective Hope in Christ by 
faith. This subjective hope does not and never 
will put to shame nor disappoint for the reason that 
the love of God has drenched and flooded our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. This love is not our love to God, but rather 
His love to us as displayed in giving His Son to 
die, that we might be ransomed from sin and all 
its consequences. But this is not only God’s love 
of pity fo us as sinners. It is His wondrous love 
of delight and satisfaction as well, flowing through 
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‘us back to His own eternal and well beloved Son. 
The Redeemed love Christ and eagerly long for 
Him, not from a natural love which they have de- 
veloped, or pumped up from somewhere within, 
but they love and long for Him with the love that 
the Father has for His Son, which has been worked 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. While in fel- 
lowship with the Holy Spirit, the Redeemed can- 
not help but loving Christ, for they love Him 
freely, copiously, and increasingly as they learn of 
Him and hence they naturally long to see Him and 
are eager for His return. The longing of the 
Church to see Christ and to have Him Return a 
Second Time is the effort of God’s own love in us 
for His Son to rise to its own level. The fact that 
there is this longing in the heart of the Church for 
the Return of Christ lays another foundation for 
certainty that He will return to earth a Second 
Time to claim His bride and to take her home. 
Historians tell us a very beautiful story con- 
cerning the liberation of the slaves of the British 
West Indian Colonies. ‘The day set for their lib- 
eration was the first of August. The night before, 
many of them did not take one moment of sleep. 
Their hearts were so eager with the expectation of 
the coming blessing that they could not close their 
eyes. ‘Thousands upon thousands of them gath- 
ered in their places of worship for prayer and 
praise to God for bringing them this wonderful 
freedom. Some of their brethren were sent to the 
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near-by hilltops to view the first gleams of the com- 
ing dawn of that day which would bring them their 
freedom. These reported by signal to the waiting 
ones below when the dawn of the glorious and 
jubilant day was breaking. Day of all days was 
this day to them when they should pass from the 
thralldom of human ownership to the liberty, joy 
and independence of the new life that they had 
longed and prayed for. Who can depict the hope 
that thrilled their breasts as they eagerly watched 
for the dawning of that morning! 

In like manner a great liberation day is coming 
for the Church of God. Rev. James H. McCon- 
key says, “ The enthrallment of sin is to be forever 
broken; infirmities are to give place to infinities; 
corruption is to be changed to incorruption; mor- 
tality is to clothe itself with immortality; feeble 
and changeable fellowship is to be transmuted into 
endless and unbroken communion with our Lord; 
limitation and imperfection of service is to give 
way to boundlessness and perfectness of ministry 
throughout all eternity. And all this is to come 
with the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.” With 
Monsell we can sing: 


O’er the distant mountains breaking, 

Comes the reddening dawn of day; 

Rise, my soul, from sleep awaking, 

Rise, and sing and watch and pray; 
"Tis thy Saviour, 

On His bright returning way. 
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Nearer is my soul’s salvation, 
Spent the night, the day at hand, 
Keep me in my lowly station, 
Watching for Thee till I stand, 

O my Saviour, 
In Thy bright and promised land! 


With my lamp well trimmed and burning, 
Swift to hear and slow to roam, 
Watching for Thy glad returning, 
To restore me to my home; 

Come, my Saviour! 
O my Saviour, quickly come! 


IV 


THE CONTENT OF OUR GLORIOUS 
HOPE 


IV 
THE CONTENT OF OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


ROM the last chapter, we saw how promi- 
nent the teaching of Scripture is on the sub- 


ject of the Lord’s Second Coming. It 
would appear as though this subject were the 
central doctrine of the whole Bible. From the very 
day that God promised that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head to the last word 
in the Book, the eyes of God’s people have been 
fixed on the future. The Apostolic churches cer- 
tainly had this future glorious event before them 
constantly. Paul exhorted his readers over and 
over again, in view of that event, and he com- 
forted them with the assurance that the very cre- 
ation, now subject to bondage and travailing in 
pain, is awaiting the manifestation of the Glory of 
the Lord, for the promise is that the creation itself 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
The Christians in Rome, Corinth, Philippi, Colossi, 
Thessolonica and all of the others, to whom epistles 
were sent, were thinking about and looking for the 
same impending event. Of the 303 verses which 
make up the Epistle to the Hebrews, thirty-six of 


them speak in one way or another of the Lord’s 
Iol 
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Second Coming. It is claimed by those who have 
examined carefully the New Testament on the sub- 
ject, that the Lord’s Second Coming is mentioned, 
on an average, once for every twenty-five verses. 
In this chapter, we must look at the Content of 
that event, or series of events, which will be in- 
cluded in the Second Coming of Jesus. There are 
those who think that the event of the Lord’s Sec- 
ond Coming will take place in a moment, or at the 
longest, a day of twenty-four hours, when all will 
be over. The First Coming of Christ covered a 
period of about thirty-three and one-half years and 
included His birth into human nature, the period 
of His infancy, His baptism by John in the Jordan, 
His teaching, preaching, miracles, death, resurrec- 
tion and ascension to Glory. That First Coming 
had both a private and a public aspect—private, 
from His birth to His baptism, and public, from 
His baptism to His death. It is a mistake to think 
that the event of the Lord’s Second Coming will 
cover a small moment, a literal hour of sixty min- 
utes, or a day of twenty-four hours. There are 
passages and illustrations which indicate quite 
clearly that the event of the Lord’s Second Coming 
will span a considerable period, and that it will 
have, like the First Advent, both a private and a 
public aspect, Christ appearing to His own first, 
and then to the world generally. It would not 
surprise us if the full manifestation of the Blessed 
Hope to this earth should include the whole pro- 
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phetic period, which is frequently spoken of as the 
Millennium, or one thousand years, during which 
time Christ will reign from the rivers to the end 
of the earth; but whether this will be a fact or not, 
it is clear that included within the event itself, 
there will be several single items or occurrences. 
We will now look at these items or occurrences 
and seek to distinguish them as they are presented 
in the prophetic Scriptures. 


1. The Epiphany of Christ Himself in Glory. 

The first item in the event of the Lord’s Second 
Coming will be the Epiphany of the Lord Himself 
in Glory. ‘This, of course, has been implied and 
stated in much that has already been said, but it 
requires a fuller and more specific development. 
In that event, the “ Son of man shall come in the 
glory of the Father, together with his holy angels ” 
(Matt. 16:27). Also in that event, the Son of 
Man will be looked upon by men, sometime, some- 
where, coming in the clouds of heaven, with power 
and great glory (Matt. 26:64; Luke 21: 27). 
When He comes again, it will not be in weakness, 
but He will come down from heaven with a shout 
or a loud word of command, accompanied by the 
Archangel’s voice and the blasts of the pealing 
trumpet of God (1 Thess. 4:16). This loud sum- 
mons will be issued then to muster the people of 
God, the dead from their graves and the living 
from the four points of the compass. According 


104 OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


to Jewish tradition, the Archangel is Michael, who 
summons the angels at the command of Jehovah, 
and also heralds God’s approach for judgment. 
Thus with such scenic and realistic details, the 
Apostle seeks to make clear to the minds of his 
readers and to us, in quite an original fashion, the 
profound truth that neither death nor any cosmic 
crisis in the future will make any essential differ- 
ence to the close and binding relation between the 
Christians and their Lord. Yes, when the Lord 
comes again, there will be no power sufficient to 
gainsay His right to rule the Kingdom. In send- 
ing his greeting to the Church in Asia Minor, John 
said (Rev. 1: 7), “ Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and every eye shall see him; and they that pierced 
him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn 
over him.” 

In the nineteenth chapter of the Book of the 
Revelation (11-16) there is a wonderful symbolic 
description of the Second Coming of the Lord. In 
the first part of the chapter, the Hallelujah chorus 
is sung by a great heavenly multitude and then the 
marriage of the Lamb takes place. Christ is about 
to appear in Glory with His bride. ‘The heaven is 
opened and there is seen coming forth from the 
celestial regions, a white horse, the symbol of 
righteousness, conflict and conquest. Mounted on 
the white horse is the Lord, who is called “ Faith- 
ful and True,” and in righteousness doth He judge 
and make war. His eyes flash like a flame of fire, 
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as nothing—absolutely nothing—escapes His pene- 
trating gaze. On His brow are many diadems, the 
sign of universal and absolute authority. Besides 
the many diadems, He has a name inscribed which 
no one knoweth but Himself, expressive of that 
nature He possesses, which is incommunicable, be- 
ing beyond the knowledge of finite creatures. But 
His garments have been baptized in blood, pro- 
phetic of the many enemies that shall fall before 
Him. His name is called “the Word of God.” 
This name He bore in creation, He now carries and 
fulfills in redemption and will yet realize to its 
completeness in the judgment. 

In the power of this, the Highest of all names, 
Christ will come forth by and by. The Heavenly 
armies, the glorified Saints, will then follow their 
white horse Leader, themselves also riding upon 
white horses, sharing with Him both of His con- 
flict and of His conquest. They, like Him, will be 
clothed in white linen, white and pure. This white 
linen stands for righteousness which needed the 
blood of the Lamb to make it white. What the 
White Horse Rider will be occupied with them, the 
Saints will be occupied with; what will be His pur- 
pose then, will be their purpose. None then will 
be ignorant of His will; none indifferent nor half- 
hearted toward the expression of His mind. 

But in this picture, we notice that from the 
mouth of the White Horse Rider, there proceedeth 
a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the 
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nations. ‘This is surely a fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy (11: 4) when he says, “ He shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” It will 
only require a word from Christ then to cause the 
overthrow and destruction of His enemies. He 
will then rule the peoples and the earth with a rod 
of iron, while the fierceness of Christ’s righteous 
anger will be executed with the resources of omnip- 
otence. 

It is manifest that. when the great event of the 
Second Coming takes place, Christ will be seen in a 
bodily and glorious form. 


2. The Resurrection of the Dead. 


The second item in the event of the Second 
Coming will be the resurrection of the dead. ‘There 
are many passages that speak of and promise that 
the resurrection will take place in connection with 
the Second Advent. In these many passages, there 
are several things made manifest. It is made clear, 
for instance, that in the resurrection the bodies of 
the people raised will be material bodies. In the 
description given of our Lord’s risen body, it is 
clear that His body was in a corporeal form, 
though adapted to a new environment. After the 
Lord was risen from the dead, He was seen, talked 
with, handled by those who doubted His actual 
resurrection, in order that they might have veri- 
fied to them that His resurrection was a real one. 
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Christ’s resurrection body is a sample and guaran- 
tee of what the bodies of the saints shall be when 
they are raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15: 20). 

But not only will the resurrection be material, it 
will be comprehensive also, as including all the 
dead, whether saved or lost. The Saviour taught 
plainly (John 5: 28), “ All that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice and shall come forth.” When 
the Apostle was before Felix, he declared boldly 
that there shall be a resurrection both of the just 
and of the unjust (Acts 24:15). This has been 
the general belief of practically all the people of 
God from the beginning of this age to the present. 

Another thing that is made clear by the teaching 
of the Scripture upon this aspect of our subject is 
that the general resurrection of the dead will have 
a double purpose. Evidently there will be two 
classes in the resurrection, for those dead who did 
good here will be raised into life, while those dead, 
who did ill here, will be raised into judgment (John 
5:28). All will rise on that day, but all will not 
rise in the same class nor for the same purpose. 
According to Daniel (12: 2), there will be a resur- 
rection to life and a resurrection to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. 

I might also say it would appear from the Scrip- 
tures that though the resurrection of the future will 
be general and different as to classes and as to the 
purpose or end, yet it is plain that these two classes 
will come forth from their graves at different 
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times. The first resurrection will be of the Saints 
alone and will be for the purpose of rewards and 
appointments in the Kingdom of God; the second 
resurrection will be of the unsaved alone, for the 
purpose of judgment before the great White 
Throne. It would appear that between the resur- 
rection of the saved class and the resurrection of 
the unsaved class, there will be a considerable pe- 
riod of time. After the descent of the Angel and 
the binding of Satan, John saw (Rev. 20:5) the 
souls of the martyred witnesses alive in their bodies 
and reigning with Christ a thousand years. He 
then added, “ This is the first resurrection.” ‘Then 
referring to those who were not raised in the first 
resurrection, he stated, “‘ But the rest of the dead 
lived not again till the one thousand years were 
finished.” I am fully aware that there is consid- 
erable dispute over the real significance of these 
two resurrections, some claiming that the first 
resurrection here is spiritual and the second phys- 
ical. In this connection, let me quote what Dean 
Alford said concerning this passage. 

“No legitimate treatment of it will extort what 
is known as the spiritual interpretation now in 
fashion. If in a passage where two resurrections 
are mentioned, when certain souls lived at the first, 
and the rest of the dead lived only at the end of a 
specified period, after that first—if in such a pas- 
sage the first resurrection may be understood to 
mean the spiritual rising of Christ, while the sec- 


THE CONTENT OF OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 109 


ond means literal rising from the grave—then there 
is an end of all significance in language, and the 
Scripture is wiped out as a definite testimony to 
anything. If the first resurrection is spiritual, then 
so is the second, which I suppose none will be 
hardy enough to maintain; but if the second is 
literal, so is the first;—-when in common with the 
whole chapter and many of the best modern ex- 
positors I do maintain, and receive as an article of 
faith and hope.” 

In the first epistle to the Corinthians, there is a 
complete chapter (fifteenth) on the subject of the 
resurrection. In this chapter, the Apostle first of 
all establishes the historical fact of Christ’s resur- 
rection, then goes on to show the importance of 
Christ’s resurrection, the order and method of the 
future resurrections. When speaking of the order 
of the resurrections, he says (22: 23), “ For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” ‘ All,” whether saved or lost—*“ All” die. 
This is the constant and regular order of things 
since the Fall and hence the present tense. “ All 
shall be made alive.” ‘This refers to the future 
day, a putting forth of miracle in an opposite di- 
rection to what is going on now, and, as a result 
of Christ’s work and coming, ending the work of 
Adam in the Fall. It will take place on millions at 
once and in a moment. ‘The one is the result of 
the sin brought in by one man, Adam; the other is 

the result of righteousness brought in by the one 
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man, even Christ. Each and all must rise from 
the dead, but in different companies of the saved 
or lost. The first company will be composed of 
those saved by Him and knit to Him, not only as 
partakers of human nature but as inwardly re- 
generated as well. This resurrection will take place 
at a different time from that of the lost. It is to 
take place “at Christ’s presence.” Now is the 
time of Christ’s absence, up in the Glory, on the 
Father’s throne. At the Father’s signal, He will 
leave heaven by and by and descend into the air; 
that will be the time of His coming or presence and 
that will be the time when all the saints will rise 
from their graves. But whether all the saints will 
rise the same moment, it is uncertain. It would 
appear from some passages that even the saints will 
rise in a series of resurrections, group after group, 
until all receive the blessing of immortality. 

The second event then to take place in connec- 
tion with the Second Advent of Christ will be the 
resurrection of the saved dead—“ The dead in 
Christ shall rise first.” This event will take place 
when Christ descends into the air and prior to the 
rapture of the Church to meet Him there. These 
bodies in which we were born, grew, lived, suffered 
and served; these bodies that sin has marked and 
marred; these bodies which were the tents in 
which we lived and moved; these bodies which have 
gone down at the last into the darkness of the 
tomb ; these bodies over which death has triumphed 
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for a moment—yes, these bodies shall rise. ‘“ Not 
by all the doubts of skepticism; not by all the 
jeers of materialism; not by all the disappointed 
powers of hell itself can they be holden.” The 
darkness of passing years has enshrouded them, 
earth’s chill and clammy arms have embraced 
them; the vulture worms of decay have preyed 
upon their youth and beauty; the consuming ele- 
ments have done their worst to devour and anni- 
hilate them, but they shall rise! See God and con- 
template our spiritual as well as our physical union 
with Christ in His risen: life, and there will be no 
difficulty in believing the promised future blessing 
of the resurrection from the dead. 


3. The Transformation of the Saved. 


Another item that will be included in the Second 
Coming of Christ will be the transformation of all 
the saved into the glorious likeness of the Lord. 
Not all believers will be resurrected because not all 
believers will die, for the word is “ We shall not all 
sleep.” There will be thousands upon thousands of 
believers who will never pass through the event of 
death. They will be transformed and go to be 
with Christ without dying. 


“ Oh, joy, oh, delight, should we go without dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no pain and no crying. 
Caught up through the clouds with our Lord in 

Glory, 
When Jesus receives His own.” 
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But though all believers will not die, yet all be- 
lievers who have died or are alive when He comes 
shall be changed—“ We shall not all sleep but shail 
all be changed,” said the Apostle (1 Cor. 15: 51). 
Again the same Apostle said (Phil. 3: 20-21), 
“ For our conversation is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue 
all things unto himself.” The Apostle John said 
(1 John 3: 2), “ When he shall appear, we shall be 
like him.” ‘This surely means that we shall be like 
Him in body as well as in love, holiness, wisdom, 
power and grace. 

The question is often asked what kind of a body 
will the saints have in the resurrection? ‘The an- 
swer to this question is found in the chapter to 
which we have already referred (1 Cor. 15: 35- 
57). We learn from this passage that the resur- 
rection bodies of the saved will be the same, yet 
not the same, as the ones lived in here, while mor- 
tality reigned. Christ’s body after His resurrec- 
tion was the same, yet not the same, as the one 
laid away in the grave. His resurrection was a 
sample of what ours shall be. The resurrection 
bodies of the saved will be bodies adapted to their 
new mode of existence. God has already made 
different kinds of flesh bodies and adapted them to 
distinct conditions of existence. He made bodies 
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of human flesh and that of a variety of kinds. He 
made different kinds of beast bodies, some tame 
and others wild, some fitted to roam wild in the 
forests and others to be at home in the barnyard. 
He also made bird flesh to live in the air and fish 
flesh to live in the water. All of these kinds of 
flesh God adapted to a particular mode of exist- 
ence and surely He is able and willing to make and 
adapt what is fitted for the heavenly mode of life. 
What God has pledged Himself to do for us in the 
resurrection, He has already done and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes. The bodies we shall have by and 
by will be incorruptible, glorious, shining as light, 
powerful, being energized by the omnipotence of 
Jehovah, spiritual, having the Holy Spirit as their 
animating strength and immortal, death having no 
more power over them. In a moment, this mor- 
tality shall be swallowed up of life; in a moment, 
Christ shall change the body of our humiliation 
and fashion it like unto His glorious body; in a 
moment, we that are alive shall feel in every part 
of our being the life-giving power of Him that 
raised Jesus Christ from the dead; in a moment, 
these frail temples of ours will be transmuted into 
eternal ones; in a moment, the body of sin and 
weakness will give place to the body of glory; in a 
moment, death will be trampled upon, as a foe put 
beneath our feet. And all this will be “in the 
twinkling of an eye.” In a moment, this mortal 
will put on immortality and we shall be forever 
with the Lord. 
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4. The Rapture of the Church. 

But not only will the epiphany of the Glorious 
Lord take place in the Second Coming, the resur- 
rection and the transformation of the saved, but 
there will also be the Rapture of the Church into 
the Heavenlies to meet the Lord as He approaches 
the earth. ‘This rapture will take place instantly on 
the transformation wrought upon the bodies of the 
saved. It is to this event that the Apostle refers 
when he says (1 Thess. 4: 16-17), “ For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven.” se 
“Then we which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them (as one company ) 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” It is to this 
event also that the reference is made in the vision 
of the rapture of the two witnesses in the Book of 
the Revelation (11: 12). 

There are several things that may be safely said 
upon the authority of these and other Scriptures 
concerning the Rapture. In the Rapture, Christ 
descends into the region of the air, an indefinite 
distance above the earth, for His own, when they 
will be caught up to meet Him there. In the Rap- 
ture, all the people of God will be taken out of the 
world and that, like Enoch in his translation, se- 
cretly, as far as the rest of the world is concerned. 
In the Rapture also, the raised justified dead and 
the changed justified living will be caught away in 
clouds. When the Lord ascended, a cloud received 
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Him out of the view of the upward watchers (Acts 
1:9). When the people of God are caught away 
by and by, they will not be behind their Lord in 
glory. But what are those clouds? Some tell us 
that they are collections of visible vapour, sus- 
pended in the atmosphere at some altitude. Others 
think that they are bodies of smoke or great col- 
lections of dust, while still others think that the 
clouds referred to, taken as one, is the Shekinah 
cloud multiplied by itself indefinitely. I do not 
think the reference here is to any clouds of which 
we are familiar, but rather to great multitudes of 
people, the people themselves constituting the 
clouds. The saved of the old dispensations are 
spoken of as a great cloud of witnesses (Heb. 
12:1). Think of the great companies of the 
saved, of all the ages, and from all the lands who 
will be raptured away at that moment, all in their 
heavenly bodies and in their glorified dress! 
Further, at the Rapture there will be a great 
meeting, first with the Lord and then with all our 
friends and the rest of the saved, from Adam down 
to the last soul effectually called by Divine Grace. 
Think of the little children, the parents, the hus- 
bands, the wives, the friends, that will be in attend- 
ance at that meeting! Then think of the Lord 
Himself who will be there, amidst all and above 
all. That must have been a great meeting when 
Israel gathered on the eastern banks of the Red 
Sea. There have been many great meetings of peo- 
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ple in the history of this age, when even millions 
upon millions have assembled together at one time, 
but there never has been a meeting that will equal 
in number and character the one that will take place 
by and by, when the Lord is revealed in glory. 
What a gathering that will be! There is no won- 
der that the Holy Spirit speaks of the great multi- 
tudes from the different ages and the different 
lands, and even from the different seas, as 
“ clouds.” 


“Lo, He comes, with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of His train. 
Hallelujah! 
God appears on earth to reign. 


Now the Saviour long expected, 
See in solemn pomp appear; 
All His Saints, by man rejected, 
Now shall meet Him in the air. 
Hallelujah! 
See the day of God appear.” 


But the Rapture will be the beginning of 
eternal bliss: ‘‘and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.” It will be a part of the happiness of God’s 
people of all the ages and all the lands, to meet to- 
gether and to remain together forever; but the 
principal happiness of the Glory will be this, to be 
with the Lord, to look upon Him, to live with Him, 
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talk with Him, and to walk with Him forever. 
This should comfort the people of God upon the 
death of their loved ones, that, although death 
has made the separation, yet their personalities and 
bodies will meet again; we and they shall meet to- 
gether again; we and they with all the saints, shall 
meet our Lord and be with Him forever. No more 
to be separated, either from Him or from one an- 
other. With these words, we should seek to com- 
fort one another in the time of sorrow and this 
may be done by serious consideration of the truth 
of the Resurrection, Transformation and Rapture, 
to meet Christ in the air. Think of it! 


“ For ever with the Lord! 
Amen, so let it be; 

Life from the dead is in that word, 
*Tis immortality. 

Here in the body pent, 
Absent from Him I roam; 

Yet nightly pitch my moving tent, 
A day’s march nearer home. 


My Father’s house on high, 
Home of my soul, how near, 

At times to faith’s unseeing eye, 
The golden gates appear! 

Oh! then my spirit faints 
To reach the land I love, 

The bright inheritance of saints, 
Jerusalem above.” 
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5. The General Judgment that Will Follow. 

We have seen the revelation of the glorious per- 
son of Christ, which will be the very first occur- 
rence in the Second Coming, the resurrection that 
will follow that revelation, the transformation that 
will follow that resurrection, and the rapture into 
the celestial regions that will follow that transfor- 
mation, and now let us look at the Judgment that 
will follow the rapture. How long that meeting in 
the air will last, is uncertain. Some tell us that it 
will be for three years and a half; others seven 
years, and still others, seventy or seven hundred 
years. The fact is, there is no passage of Scripture 
that speaks definitely upon this subject. It seems 
to me that the period of time between the rapture 
of the Church heavenward to meet the Lord and 
His coming with the Church to this earth, will be 
a very brief period. However this may be, it is 
quite certain, and it is quite agreed among Bible 
students, that the Judgment will follow the resur- 
rection and the rapture. That there is a good deal 
of immature and even crooked thinking and teach- 
ing upon the subject of the Judgment to come, is 
evident in many quarters, and in order to a clearer 
understanding of the theme, it will be necessary for 
us to notice several things. 

In the first place, we will notice the period of 
the Judgment to come. ‘This is important and it is 
frequently mentioned in the New ‘Testament. 
Throughout the New Testament, it is generally 
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spoken of as a “day.” It is described as (Acts 
2:20) “that great and notable day of the Lord,” 
the day fixed by the eternal decree “in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness, by the man 
whom he hath ordained” (Acts 17:81), “the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5); “the day in 
which God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Chist, (hom.22 16> Phil. 1: 6,18; 2: 16; 2° Tim: 
2:2); “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
1: 8); “the day” (1 Cor. 3: 13) ; “ the day of the 
Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5); “the day of redemp- 
tion” (Eph. 4: 30); “that day” (2 Tim. 1: 12, 
18; 4: 8); “the day of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:9; 
Matt. 11: 22, 24; 12: 36; Jude 6; 1 John 4: 17); 
“the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men” (2 Pet. 3:7); “the day of the Lord” (2 
Pet) J1: 10); and “the-day of God” =(2. Pet. 
3:12). Then in the Gospel by John, that period is 
spoken of six different times as “the last day” 
(John 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11: 24; 12: 48). It is the 
last day because it will be the concluding dispen- 
sation in time of the history of the race. 

The word day has caused a good deal of trouble to 
plain readers, simply because they have not noticed 
that the word is used in several senses in the Bible. 
When the different uses of the word are observed, 
the difficulties of interpretation will vanish. Some- 
times the word is used to describe the time from 
daylight till dark (Gen. 1: 5, 8, 23). The marked 
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periods of this day time were morning, noon and 
night, as with us. The word day also described a 
period of twenty-four hours, or the time from sun- 
set to sunset (Lev. 23: 82; Ex. 12: 15-20). The 
word day is also used to set forth an indefinite 
period. ‘The whole period of creation, the seven 
days, or ages, is spoken of as one day (Gen. 
2:4). The period of time required for the cleans- 
ing of the leper was one week and it was spoken of 
as a day (Lev. 14:2). We also read about the 
day of trouble which marks a period of an in- 
definite duration. The forty years of Israel’s his- 
tory in the wilderness is spoken of as “ the day of 
temptation”? (Heb. 3:8). ‘The word day, in its 
plural form, is used to describe the complete span 
of human life, which “ were eight hundred years ” 
(Gen. 5:4). The whole period of time between 
the first and second comings of Christ, the time 
when God offers His grace to the race, is spoken 
of as “ the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). This 
day has lasted now for about two thousand years 
and when it will close, no one knows. 

Now we may with safety conclude from this that 
it is an error to think and to teach that the day of 
Judgment will be a short period of time, say twelve 
or twenty-four hours. I heard one of my old Pro- 
fessors say many times that the day of Judgment 
would begin and end in a moment, like the twin- 
kling of an eye or the flash of the lightning. But 
not so. If the word day is used to mean forty 
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years, eight hundred years, and this dispensation 
which has now continued for two thousand years, 
then why not expect that period throughout which 
judgment will be administered to the race, to last 
hundreds and even thousands of years? This is 
certainly believable when we remember “ that one 
day with the Lord represents a thousand years and 
a thousand years represents one day” (2 Pet. 
3:8). Let us remember in this connection that 
God does not reckon time as mortals do. With 
men there is a great difference between a day and 
a year and a vast deal more between one day and a 
thousand years, but with God, who comprehends 
in Himself all time and inhabits eternity, with 
whom there is no succession, there is no differ- 
ence; for all things, past, present and future, are 
ever before Him and hence the delay of a thousand 
years cannot be as much to Him as the deferring 
of anything for a day, an hour, or a moment, with 
us. It is my opinion that “the day of judgment ” 
will probably span that whole period of time 
spoken of as the millennium, or one thousand years 
(Rev. 20: 4-15). But some one is sure to ask how 
long will the millennium last? I do not know. It 
is certain that it will not be less than a literal thou- 
sand years and if the literal thousand years be a 
symbolic and prophetic period, then it may last for 
thousands of years. But I think it is quite clear 
that the whole of the Day of Judgment, from its 
commencement to its close, will be the complete 
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period covered by that glorious event of our Lord’s 
Second Coming. ‘The First Coming of Jesus to 
this earth had several stages and I am persuaded 
that the Second Coming of Christ will also have 
several stages, and the last stage will be when He 
shall deliver up the Kingdom to God the Father, 
that He might be all in all. 

The second thing that we must notice in this 
connection is the Judgment itself. ‘Taking the pas- 
sages together, it is obvious that the Judgment in 
that day will affect the inhabitants of the earth, 
the dead, both in and out of Christ, fallen angels. 
together with the devil and the material earth, to- 
gether with the heavens. Let us keep in mind that 
the judgment will be connected with the Second 
Coming and that it will proceed throughout the 
complete period of the Second Coming. It is 
“then” when the Son of Man shall come that all 
nations shall be gathered before Him and sepa- 
rated by Him (Matt. 25: 31-49). It will be when 
the Son of Man shall come in the glory of the Fa- 
ther, with His holy angels, that He will reward 
every man according to his works (Matt. 16: 27). 
It will be in the day of the Second Coming that 
Christ will judge the secrets of men and will re- 
ward each and all according to their deeds (Rom. 
2: 6-16). The judgment then will take place in 
connection with the Second Coming of Christ, and 
will continue, in one form or another, throughout 
the whole period. 
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Another thing made plain is that the future 
Judgment, as far as all affected are concerned, will 
be general. This does not mean that all affected 
will be judged at the same time. We will see later 
that such will not be the case. All men will rise 
from the dead, but that does not mean that they 
will all rise at the same time and in the same group. 
From a comparison of passages together, it will 
appear that there will be a series of resurrections, 
ending with the group of the unsaved. But 
whether all will be raised at the same moment or 
not, it is plainly stated that all will be raised, and 
all, sometime, during that day, irrespective of age, 
sex, race, colour and whether dead or alive, shall 
come to Judgment. This is emphasized in many 
passages. For instance, in the Gospel by Matthew 
(16: 27), the Saviour declared that when He 
would come a second time, He would reward 
every man according to his deeds. When the 
Saviour said “every man,’ He meant literally 
every man. There will be none absent in that 
day. Again, He said (Matt. 25: 31-32) that 
when He would come a second time and sit upon 
the throne of His glory, all nations would be gath- 
ered before Him, separated and then judged to re- 
ward and eternal destiny. When He said “all 
nations,” He meant all nations, or races, just as He 
did in some other passages (24:14; 28:19). 
There will be no exceptions then so far as the races 
of mankind are concerned. When He said all na- 
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tions shall be gathered and judged, He surely meant 
all individuals of all nations, whether dead or alive. 
But this, of course, does not mean that all individ- 
uals of all races of men, whether dead or alive, 
will be gathered before Him for judgment at the 
same moment. We need always to keep this clear 
in mind. In the Acts of the Apostles (17: 31) 
Paul said, ‘‘ He hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained.” The word world in this 
verse means inhabited earth, and surely that does 
not signify anything less than all mankind. In the 
day described by the Father, Christ will render 
every man according to his deeds, and surely 
“every man ”’ refers to al] men of all classes as the 
connection may explain. 

We have seen that the Judgment Day will last 
for a considerable period and that the Judgment 
itself will be general, and now let us notice the 
different stages in the administration of the judg- 
ment. When we gather up all the passages that re- 
fer to this, we can quite easily distinguish at least 
five classes of subjects that will be included in the 
Judgment scene. The first class mentioned will be 
the saved of the race, whether dead or alive, when 
Christ comes. It is agreed among Bible students 
that the Judgment of the saved will take place first 
and will follow immediately on their resurrection 
from the dead and their rapture into the super- 
celestials. But this Judgment of the saved will be 
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exclusively of that class and will not be for the 
purpose of fixing destiny nor to find whether they 
are fit for heaven or not. This was all settled for 
eternity at the cross and when they believed on the 
Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour. The Judg- 
ment of the saved will be a judgment of rewards 
for faithful service performed for Christ from the 
moment of conversion to the moment of transition 
from this life into the next. 

In determining rewards for the Church, several 
things will pass under review, the first being the 
thoughts, intents and motives of the subjects of the 
Judgment. Holy motives, pure purposes, and all 
clean thoughts are to be rewarded in that day. The 
Apostle said to his converts (1 Cor. 4:5), 
“Judge nothing before the time until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness and will make manifest the 
counsels of the hearts; and then shall every man 
have praise of God.” ‘The second thing that will 
pass under review in the Judgment will be words. 
In speaking about the far-reaching influence and 
destiny of words or speech, the Lord said (Matt. 
12: 36), “ Every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give an account thereof in the day of 
Judgment.” Idle words are simply careless words. 
If idle words are to be judged, then how much 
more all the impure, untruthful and blasphemous 
words! In view of the far-reaching influence and 
destiny of speech and the fact that it shall pass un- 
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der review in that day, we should put forth every 
effort to see that our speech is always with grace, 
seasoned with salt (Col. 4: 4). 

Further, all the deeds of Christian men and 
women shall pass under review in that day and be 
judged worthy or unworthy of reward. Every 
man is to be rewarded according to his deeds in the 
body and that includes every believer in Christ 
(Matt. 16:27). All Christians must appear be- 
fore the Judgment seat of Christ to receive, for the 
things done in the body, whether they be good or 
ill (Rom. 14: 10; 2 Cor. 5:10). Furthermore, all 
the work of Christian people will pass under review 
and be judged in that day. The Apostle said (1 
Cor. 3: 11-15), “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 
man’s work shall be made manifest; for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

And further, in the judgment of Christians all 
service rendered to the “ brethren” for Christ’s 
sake will be examined and judged worthy or un- 
worthy of reward. In that judgment, the Lord 
will separate the believing and the unbelieving, 
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placing the saved on the right hand and the lost on 
the left. When this is done, “ Then shall the King 
say unto them on the right hand, Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; For I was 
an hungered and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in; Naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and 
fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or 
in prison, and came unto thee? And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” Then we are informed that those on the 
right hand who have been blessed by the Father, 
have been made righteous, and for whom the King- 
dom had been prepared from the foundation of 
the world, enter into eternal life as a reward for 
faithful and loving service done (Matt. 25: 34- 
40). 

We also find that patience under trial (James 
1:12), self-control by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
9:25), bravery in fighting the good fight, run- 
ning the race with concentration of will and pur- 
pose, and preserving and keeping the faith are all 
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to be abundantly rewarded in the day of His Com- 
ing (2 Tim. 4: 6-8). 

This will help us to see the difference between 
salvation and reward. Salvation is offered to the 
lost now ; reward is promised to the saved for faith- 
ful service done. Salvation is a gift on faith; re- 
ward is earned by the exercise of holy motives, the 
utterance of pure words, the performance of good 
deeds, the holding of sound doctrine and the ren- 
dering of acceptable service. Salvation is always 
a present possession, while reward is always a fu- 
ture distinction. In salvation, all who believe, 
share it alike; in rewards, there will be degrees of 
honour and distinction (Luke 19: 11-27). Thus 
we see that salvation is one thing and reward an- 
other. 

Following the judgment of the saved, there will 
take place the judgment of the living lost. 
Whether the judgment of the saved and the living 
lost will be one continuous judgment, or whether 
the two will be separated by a considerable period, 
it is difficult to say. Some think that these two 
judgments will succeed each other without a mo- 
ment of space between, while others think there 
will be at least an age of one thousand years be- 
tween them. It would appear from the parables 
given to illustrate this aspect of our subject, that 
there will be one continuous judgment passing 
from the judgment of the saved to that of the lost 
living without a moment of space between them. 
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In the parable of the Pounds (Luke 19: 11-27), 
the judgment of the rebellious citizens, the noble- 
men’s enemies, took place immediately upon the 
judgment of the servants being completed. In 
the picture of the judgment given by the Lord 
(Matt. 25: 31-46), the judgment of the “ cursed,” 
those on the left hand, took place immediately fol- 
lowing the judgment of the “blessed,” those on 
the right hand, but whether there will be a period 
of time between the judgment of the saved and 
that of the lost living or not, one thing is made 
plain and emphasized in all of the passages, and 
that is that the judgment of the lost will follow 
the judgment of the saved. Whether these two 
judgments will be one and continuous, or whether 
there will be a space of time between them, should 
not concern us very much, but we should be seri- 
ously concerned about which of the two classes we 
will be in on that day. There will be no hope then 
of passing from the class on the left hand to the 
class on the right hand. Whatever be the judg- 
ment then, destiny reward and penalty will be fixed 
forever. Those found justified will go into life 
eternal while those found condemned will pass into 
eternal punishment (Matt. 25: 46). 

The ground upon which the unsaved will be 
judged will be strict unconditional righteousness 
or justice and that according to the inmost secrets 
of the heart (Rom. 2: 16), and the deeds done in 
the body. These secrets and deeds will all be con- 
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sidered in relation to Jesus Christ (Matt. 25: 41- 
44), Not to minister to Christ’s brethren, who are 
one with Him, is not to love nor minister unto 
Him. For the unsaved the standard of Judgment 
will be the gospel of grace (Rom. 2:16) as re- 
vealed in the written Word of God (John 12: 48). 

The Judgment of God on sin and the unsaved 
sinner will be swift and terrible. In that day “the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
power” (2 Thess. 1: 7-9). Here we have a re- 
vealed Christ from heaven, mighty angels, flam- 
ing fire, swift vengeance and everlasting destruc- 
tion from God’s glorious presence. The righteous 
and the unrighteous then shall be divided in an in- 
stant by the flash of Judgment’s stroke. Then 
shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken and 
the other left; two then shall be grinding at the 
mill; the one shall be taken and the other left. In 
the midst of ordinary occupations and also in the 
midst of the natural round of human life, like the 
lightning flash from heaven shall come that Judg- 
ment which shall be to all the unsaved as a thief in 
the night. “The Judgment which has been flouted, 
scorned and pushed off into the future, and scouted 
as an impossible dream, will fall with unerring dis- 
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crimination and irresistible power and there shall 
come not annihilation, mark you, but that banish- 
ing from the presence of the Lord, which is de- 
struction indeed in its most fearful form.” 

How long the judgment of the lost living will 
last, we have no means of ascertaining. We know, 
however, that the people of God in their glorified 

' state will participate in the judgment of the world 
(1 Cor. 6: 2) and hence we conclude that the saints 
themselves will be judged first in order before that 
of the world. But after the world is judged, there 
will follow the judgment of fallen angels, even 
those who kept not their first estate. These have 
been reserved in everlasting chains, under dark- 
ness, unto the judgment of the Great Day (Jude 
6; 2 Pet. 2:4). As the people of God will be as- 
sociated with Christ in judging and ruling the 
world of mankind, so the saints of all ages will be 
associated with Christ in judging and ruling the 
fallen angels. Paul asks of his Corinthian Chris- 
tians (1 Cor. 6:3), “ Know ye not that we shall 
judge angels?” Certainly, the people of God 
shall judge angels, for God has said it and the Holy 
Spirit testifies to it. God employed angels to carry 
the law into effect when He descended on the 
mount to establish His throne in the midst of 
Israel. So at Christ’s Coming again, the people of 
God shall administer the Kingdom for and under 
Him. Besides the earthly glory of Christ, the 
saints then shall share His heavenly glory as well. 
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The world now waits for the Saints of God to take 
and possess the Kingdom (Dan. 7: 22, 27; Rev. 
20: 4) and then, and only then, will righteousness 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

Not only will the saved, the living lost ones and 
angels be judged in that day, but the unsaved dead 
will be judged as well. It would appear that the 
Judgment of the unsaved dead will take place im- 
mediately following that of the fallen angels. 
However this may be, it is certain that this class 
will come to judgment and that their judgment will 
be on a basis of justice and co-extensive with their 
number. This Judgment is declared in many pas- 
sages and signified clearly in the Book of the Revela- 
tion (20: 11-15) where John said—“ I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened; and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life; and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
hice: 
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it is important to notice that Christ will be the 
Judge in this Judgment, as He will be in all the 
others; that the basis of the Judgment will be 
strict justice, as indicated in the white throne, and 
that the subjects of the Judgment will be the dead 
only, small and great, whose names are not found 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life. As there are degrees 
in punishment, as in rewards, the dead then will be 
judged according to their works. The Divine birth 
register, the Book of Life, will be opened then to 
answer all such as will plead their good character, 
good works and good religion, et cetera, for justi- 
fication. There will be an awful blank on that 
page where the name might have been! 

Terrible will be the punishment administered 
in this judgment. There is no hope held out here. 
It is spoken of as “the lake of fire” and “the 
second death,” which symbolic expressions set be- 
fore us the terribleness of the eternal state of the 
wicked. Whatever these expressions signify, we 
know that they point to a separation from God in 
sins forever and forever. It is eternal wisdom for 
all to beware and to seek the safety provided by 
God in Christ, that we may be eternally free from 
the lake of fire and the second death. 

The last Judgment that will take place in that 
day will be that of the heavens and the earth. 
There are a number of passages which speak of a 
change of some kind, through which the heavens 
and the earth are going to pass by and by. Our 
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Lord referred to it when He spoke of the passing 
away of the heavens and the earth (Matt. 5: 18, 
24, 34, 35; Mark 13: 30, 31; Luke 16: 17, 338; 2 
Pet. 8:10). For the two words “ pass away ” in 
the English, there is only one in the original, which 
signifies to go or to come to a person; to pass, as 
a person through a bath, or a ship through the sea 
from one port to another, and to pass from one 
state or condition into another. The idea is not 
that of passing out of existence, but rather that of 
transition from one state or condition into a higher 
or better state or condition. This transition will 
take place in connection with the Lord’s Second 
Coming. ‘The word that is used to depict the 
change that takes place in the human soul when 
the individual is made a child of God is the word 
our Lord uses to set forth the change that the 
earth and the heavens will pass through in that day 
that is dawning (Titus 3:5; Matt. 19: 28). When 
one is regenerated, he does not pass out of exist- 
ence, but he does experience a great moral and spir- 
itual change that he feels himself a new creature. 
The earth, the heavens and the social order are all 
to experience such a change in the end time of that 
great and notable day. Peter tells us that the 
heaven and the earth are reserved unto fire against 
the day of Judgment (2 Pet. 3: 7, 10, 11), when 
they shall be dissolved. The dissolving of which 
Peter speaks is not a destruction, but rather a de- 
liverance. This earth is in bondage and has been 
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in bondage since the fall of man and is now groan- 
ing for its deliverance (Rom. 8: 19-23). That 
destruction is not meant by the Apostle Peter is 
manifest from the fact that he immediately men- 
tions the new heavens and the new earth, in which 
dwelleth righteousness. God is not going to annihi- 
late this earth and then create a new one. No, no. 
But He is going to purge this earth and the atmos- 
pheric heaven, so that they will be new as a new 
Paradise. Oh for the dawning of the eternal 
morning! 

This is what John saw in his vision, after all 
enemies had been put down (Rev. 21:1). He saw 
a new heaven, a new earth, a new sea, a new city, 
a new temple, a new life, a new people, a new 
government, a new service and in every way a new 
and glorious condition. Old things had passed 
away and behold all things were become new. 
With the creation of all things new, the eternal 
ages began. The great chasm between heaven and 
earth is spanned for eternity. The separation of 
men from God is at an end forever. Human hearts 
no longer break; human hopes no longer are dis- 
appointed ; human eyes no longer weep. Suffering 
has forever ceased and the curse of sin is forever 
lifted. Now God’s servants serve Him with full- 
ness of delight and they look upon His face as 
never in the old days of sin and darkness. Night 
is no more and God and the Lamb are the light of 
the universe, With what matchless beauty these 
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truths are set forth in the last two chapters of the 
Revelation. Listen to them: 

“ And I heard a great voice out of heaven say- 

ing, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his peo- 
ple, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more deaths; 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain; for the former things are passed 
away. ; 
“And there shall be no more curse but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and 
his servants shall serve him; and they shall see his 
face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 
And there shall be no night there; and they need 
no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord 
giveth them light; and they shall reign forever 
and ever.” 
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E, must look again at our passage as 
\ \ given in the epistle to Titus (2: 11-13) 
and repeat it according to the reading 
in the Revised Version. It reads: ‘‘ For the grace 
of God hath appeared bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world; look- 
ing for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” The word translated “appearing” is 
Epiphany and is used twice in this passage. It 
literally means coming out from the position or 
place of hiding. Prior to the epiphany, the object 
was obscured, hidden from view, covered over, par- 
tially or completely. Sometimes the sun, moon and 
stars are hidden from the view of the earth dwell- 
ers and when the clouds are dissipated and the sky 
is again clear, then the heavenly bodies have their 
appearing or epiphany. The Holy Spirit tells us 
here that there are two appearings, the one already 
139 
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having taken place and the other yet to come. The 
appearing that has already taken place is the 
epiphany of the Grace of God; the appearing that is 
yet to take place is the epiphany of the Glory of 
God. The appearance of the Grace of God, though 
not complete and final, was given in the First Ad- 
vent of Christ. Prior to the First Coming of 
Christ, the Grace of God was obscured. In na- 
ture, the people saw the wisdom, power and Deity 
of Jehovah; and in the application and operation 
of the law, they looked upon the justice and right- 
eousness of Jehovah, but they failed to see His 
Grace. But when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
lived, worked, taught, and then died for the sake 
of men, then the Grace of God had its appearance. 
The Apostle says that the Grace of God appeared 
then to all men, Jew and Gentile, bringing salva- 
tion. This wondrous Grace, for two thousand 
years, has been offering salvation to all men. The 
Apostle Peter tells us (1 Pet. 1:10) that the 
prophets of old time predicted the Coming of the 
grace that did actually appear to men during the 
Saviour’s life. 

Let it be observed that it was the Grace, not the 
Christ of God, that had the epiphany or appearing 
in the First Advent. We think and say sometimes, 
that when Christ entered into human nature, He 
was revealed. This is not true in a sense. While 
in mortal human flesh, He was in disguise. It is 
true that He was even then a King in essential 
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character, but He was in the disguise of humanity 
and it was only at intervals when this disguise was 
swept aside that men saw the star of empire 
gleaming on His breast. The full Christ in the 
First Advent was not revealed. When He comes 
a second time, He will not be in disguise, but in the 
glory of the Father, accompanied by hosts upon 
hosts of holy angels, which appearing will become 
such an one as He. That will be the epiphany of 
the Glory. If we want to see the matchless Grace 
of God, we must go back to the First Advent; if we 
want to see the matchléss Glory of God, we must 
look forward to and wait for the Second Advent of 
Jesus Christ. The Grace appeared in the past and 
the Glory will appear in the future. 

But between the appearance of the Grace and the 
appearance of the Glory, there is a present, unde- 
termined, indefinite period of time, spoken of else- 
where as “ the present evil age.” We look back to 
the epiphany of the Grace and we see the founda- 
tion of our salvation and then looking forward to 
the epiphany of the Glory, and we see the consum- 
mation of our salvation, and with these two won- 
drous views before us, we repudiate all ungodly 
and worldly desires and seek to live in the present 
soberly, righteously and godly. We will see now 
that the teaching of the Word of God on this sub- 
ject shows that the Blessed Hope exerts a variety 
of influence on Christian life, which, without such 
teaching, would be null and void. In gathering up 
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the teaching upon this aspect of our subject, we 
will put it in the form of certain definite state- 
ments. 


1. A Vitalizing Influence. 


We will say in the first place that the teaching of 
the New Testament on the subject of the Lord’s 
Second Coming exerts on those who receive it a 
vitalizing influence. ‘This can be said, of course, 
truthfully to a degree, of every doctrine taught in 
the Scriptures, when it is received by faith, but it 
is true in a special sense concerning the truth of the 
Blessed Hope of our Lord’s return. Because the 
bridegroom tarried longer than was expected, the 
bridesmaids all slumbered and slept, and, while 
they slept, they were dead to the world and inactive 
in the duties devolving upon them as bridesmaids. 
But the cry went forth, “ Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him.” And that cry 
awakened, quickened, vitalized and energized them, 
that they rose quickly, trimmed their lamps and 
went forth to greet him, who was on the way. 
There is no truth that will arouse and quicken a 
sleeping, sluggish church like the sure announce- 
ment of the imminent coming of our Lord. It will 
quicken her faith and make it a living thing; it will 
quicken her love and make it a practical reality; 
and it will quicken her hope, causing her to look 
forward with optimistic spirit and glowing counte- 
nance in the prospect of sure attainment. 
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2. A Renunciating Influence. 

Further, the Blessed Hope of the Lord’s return 
exerts a renunciating influence on the lives of those 
who receive and believe it. To deny ungodliness 
is to renounce and repudiate all impiety. God is 
holy, and to deny ungodliness is to renounce every- 
thing that is antagonistic to that fundamental at- 
tribute in His character. God is love, and to deny 
ungodliness is to hate and repudiate everything 
that His infinite love hates and repudiates. It is to 
love what He loves and to hate what He hates. 
God is a great hater as well as a great lover. It is 
impossible to love the holy and the true without 
hating the unholy and the false. God loves every- 
thing that is in harmony with His own nature, plan 
and purpose, while at the same time He repudiates 
and reacts against everything that would outrage 
His holiness. To be godly is to be like God, in 
love, hate, holiness, truth and grace; to be ungodly 
is to lack His love, hate, holiness, truth and grace. 
The Blessed Hope of the Lord’s Second Coming 
lays hold on the soul and causes it to swing away 
from all that is ungodly and to come into close 
fellowship with Him in His nature, plan and pur- 
pose. 

But this truth also causes the one who believes 
it to renounce all worldly lusts. Worldly lusts are 
simply the desires of the human heart in this age 
for what the world order has to offer. John (1 
John 2:16) defines the world as the lust of the 


144 OUR GLORIOUS HOPE 


flesh, or the natural desire we have to possess; the 
lust of the eye, or the natural desire we have to 
know; and the pride of life, which is the natural 
tendency we all have to make a display of what we 
possess and what we know. The world order of- 
fers possession, position, pleasure, honour and even 
rank, without Christ. To deny these worldly lusts 
or desires is to renounce them, even with disdain, 
with a heart at the same time fully satisfied with 
what Christ has to offer. There is no truth that 
will cause the Christian to renounce the world, the 
flesh and the devil like the truth of the imminent 
coming of Jesus. If the Christian people really be- 
lieved that the Lord might return to earth at any 
moment, they would certainly, of their own ac- 
cord, separate themselves from many of the places 
and practices that they are frequently found in and 
doing at the present time. 


3. A Transforming Influence. 


Again, notice that the Blessed Hope of the 
Lord’s Second Coming exerts on life and charac- 
ter a transforming influence. This is implied in 
what we have already said but it needs a little 
further elaboration. It is clearly brought out in 
the passage, as given in Titus, which reads—‘ We 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world.” Here is a changed character, a 
changed conduct and a changed relation. Sobriety 
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has reference to self. What is it to be sober? It 
is the very opposite to being drunk or intoxicated. 
Of course, this is a figure and we must inquire into 
its significance as used here in this passage. ‘To be 
sober is to be moderate. When one is intoxicated, 
he is immoderate in his drinking. Many of the 
Lord’s people are immoderate in their eagerness 
after possession, and also in the time and place that 
they give to pleasures. To be sober is to be moder- 
ate in these things. Then to be sober is to pursue 
a steady, straight path. You watch a man under 
the influence of strong drink and you will notice 
that sometimes he is all over the road as he walks. 
There is such a thing as being all over the road in 
the Christian life, not being steady in step nor be- 
ing straight in the course pursued. And further, to 
be sober, is to be quiet in manner of life and con- 
versation. Frequently, when men are under the in- 
fluence of strong drink, they become very noisy in 
their lives and very incoherent in their talk. ‘To be 
sober is just the very opposite and means to be 
quiet in all manner of life. And further still, to be 
sober is to be clear in thinking. When men are 
under the influence of strong drink, the mind is 
not generally clear; it is rather befogged and they 
imagine things to be reality that do not exist in 
any condition. ‘They will take trees for persons 
and huts for palaces, and ordinary men and women 
for kings and queens. The mind is aflame with 
passion and so they cannot think clearly. But to 
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be sober is equivalent to being watchful, always on 
the alert. They that are drunken are drunken in 
the night. The night-time is the period when 
thieves and wild animals are prowling about, seek- 
ing for their prey. -To be sober, we would say, is 
to be always on guard, always alert, always ready. 
When one really believes that Christ may return at 
any time, that belief has a sobering influence upon 
that one. 

But in view of that event, we are to live right- 
eously as well. This has reference to our relations 
with others. Righteousness is always rectitude of 
conduct, which includes rightness of principles and 
practice, such as honesty, purity, and moral in- 
tegrity. To live in a righteous manner is to con- 
tinually crucify all the earthward tendencies of 
that nature with which we were born, according to 
the flesh. It is to this that the Apostle refers (Col. 
3: 4-5) when he says—‘‘ When Christ who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory; mortify therefore your members which 
are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, in- 
ordinate affection, evil concupiscence and covetous- 
ness which is idolatry.” 

This truth also has the effect of making people 
godly, pious or devout. In many passages holi- 
ness is urged in view of the Lord’s Second Com- 
ing. It always awakens and develops a real love 
for the Bible, as the Word of God; it always quick- 
ens zeal in Christian service; it always delivers the 
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mind from the bondage of an over-weaning ambi- 
tion for worldly success and praise of men; and it 
always develops an element of patience and quiet- 
ness under and in the face of harsh treatment. To- 
gether with this, it breaks the chains of covetous- 
ness and sets those who receive it free to adminis- 
ter their substance for the Lord’s work. These 
elements of real piety have been very marked 
in the lives of all the great men of God, who have 
believed this great truth. We might mention such 
men as Krummacher, of Germany, the Bonners of 
Scotland, Spurgeon and Mueller of England and 
Andrew Murray of South Africa, J. Hudson Tay- 
lor of the China Inland Mission, and A. J. Gor- 
don, A. T. Pierson, D. L. Moody and A. B. Simp- 
son of beloved memory. These were all men of 
special anointing, possessing extraordinary spir- 
itual gifts, living marked, holy, devout lives, al- 
ways pursuing their work along purely spiritual 
lines, and they were looked up to as leaders in the 
life of consecration to God and His service. These 
men all believed in the Second Coming of the Lord 
and it was their individual and united testimony 
that it was this truth which produced such results 
and gave them such a clear testimony. The 
Blessed Hope does produce sobriety, righteousness 
and godliness to such a degree that it completely 
transforms character, revolutionizes conduct and 
puts men and women in a proper relation with 
every aspect of life. 
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4. A Restraining Influence. 

In the fourth place, the Blessed Hope exerts a 
restraining influence on the lives of those who re- 
ceive it. We have a wonderful picture of this in 
the Gospel by Matthew (24:28, 29) where we 
have a double parable of the faithful and the un- 
faithful servants. ‘There were two men to whom 
their employer had entrusted the care and control 
of his household, which meant all of his servants, 
to give them their rations in the appointed way 
and at the appointed time. The master went away 
and was absent from his household for an indefi- 
nite period. They had the promise from him, how- 
ever, that he would return at any time. In view of 
his impending arrival, it was their responsibility 
to keep true to their appointed tasks. The first of 
these servants never faltered in his faith that his 
master would return some time and lived with the 
thought that he might return at any time, and so 
he is restrained from idleness, cruelty and carnality 
and continued faithful day by day until his master 
did actually return, when he was rewarded by be- 
ing made manager over all of his master’s vast 
wealth. Faithfulness in small service is always a 
stepping stone to privilege and responsibility in 
higher service. Faithfulness to Him and to those 
who are His own, His household, is what pleases 
our Master most. What was it that kept that 
faithful servant to his appointed task? What was 
it that made his service always fresh, sweet and 
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precious? Was it not the hope of his master’s 
soon coming? It is the hope of our Lord’s Second 
Coming that holds us true to our task and that 
restrains us from drifting into secular lines of busi- 
ness and makes the work we are engaged in easy 
and the burdens we have to bear light. 

But there was also an unfaithful servant in this 
story. For a time evidently, he served well, and 
outwardly at least was happy in his work. After 
a few days or weeks of service, he became impa- 
tient and restive, thinking that his master was a 
long time in coming, as he had promised. He said, 
“ My lord delays his coming!” and as a result, he 
becomes cruel, careless and carnal; smites his fel- 
low servants and eats and drinks with the drunken. 
This unfaithful servant is a sample of the spurious 
professors of Christianity, even those who take the 
name of Christ and claim to be servants of His. 
This man ceased to believe in his master’s soon 
coming and ceases to serve any longer in meekness 
but usurps the place of authority and seeks to 
domineer all others. ‘The starting point in this 
man’s cruel, careless life was back in the heart 
when he began, not by expressing it outwardly, but 
by thinking and believing it inwardly, “ My lord 
delayeth his coming.” ‘This man lost the hope of 
his lord’s return and it began in his heart. When 
Christian people believe to-day that the Lord may 
return at any time, it puts restraint upon them. 
The belief given up that the Lord may come back 
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soon brought out the evils in the Church which 
this parable pictures. If the return of the Lord at 
any time had been the heart faith of the professing 
Church, all the evils of which this parable speaks 
would have been well-nigh an impossibility. That 
unfaithful servant of the parable may not have 
been or become an evil servant all at once; but as 
soon as he said in his heart that the Lord delays, 
he took the first step toward becoming corrupt in 
doctrine and in practice. Doubtless the enemy had 
put that first thought in his heart and then led him 
on into the evil life that he afterward pursued. 
The thing that we must notice here is that as long 
as he believed that his lord might come at any 
time, he was under restraint to be faithful in his 
lord’s house. The truth of the Lord’s Second 
Coming restrains from cruelty, carelessness, wick- 
edness, false doctrine and false practice. 


5. A Consoling Influence. 


I would like to say also that the Blessed Hope 
of our Lord’s Coming exerts on those who truly 
believe it a consoling influence. To the sorrowing 
disciples, Christ presented this truth as a cure for 
their heart trouble (John 14: 1-8) by saying— 
“Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, J will come again, and re- 
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ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” To the grief-stricken Church in 
Thessalonica, the Holy Spirit presented the Blessed 
Hope as a means of consolation by writing (1 
Thess. 4: 13-18): “ But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. But if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God: bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first; then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” These words come to us all with 
a real message of comfort in the hours of bereave- 
ment and sorrow. They teach us that the future 
of both those that are dead and living in Christ is 
assured. They tell us that at the glorious Coming 
of the Lord, there will be a resurrection of all those 
who now sleep in Him, that their bodies, together 
with the bodies of those who are alive, will be 
changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye, 
and fashioned like unto His glorious body, and that 
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then there will be a rapture into the clouds to meet 
the Lord and all of our loved ones in the air. The 
chief source of joy then will be being in the pres- 
ence of Christ and having reunion and fellowship 
with those of our friends who have gone on be- 
fore, and all together glorified along with Him. 
Let the sorrowing ones think of it for a moment— 
“ forever with the Lord.” But where? In the 
place and position prepared by Himself, designed 
by His wisdom, built by His omnipotent power, en- 
riched by His unlimited resources, and adapted to 
our need and condition by His wondrous grace. 
But for how long? For the ages unto the ages. 
And what will be the results for us then? Life 
forever, light forever, love forever, peace forever, 
rest forever, joy forever and absolute sinlessness 
forever. There is no truth so consoling to the sor- 
rowing ones of all times, as the Blessed Hope of 
the glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


6. An Evangelical Influence. 


But we find that the hope of the Lord’s Second 
Coming exerts on those who believe it also an 
evangelical influence. No one can be a believer in 
this truth and no one can have this truth hold and 
master him without being evangelical in spirit, ef- 
fort and method. It is to this that the Lord re- 
fers in His Olivet prophecy when He says (Matt. 
24:14), “And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
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nations; and then shall the end come.” ‘Thus He 
declared that His Second Advent would be 
preceded by a considerable period of universal 
preaching of the Gospel and this preaching would 
be carried on in view of His return. His circle of 
friends are gathered with Him for the last time 
before His leave-taking from them and as He talks 
with them and blesses them, He departs and as- 
cends to the Father (Acts 1: 10-11). The dis- 
ciples stood amazed, looking steadfastly into 
heaven as He went up, when two men appeared to 
them, asking—‘‘ Why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? This Jesus who was received up from 
you into heaven shall so come in like manner as 
ye beheld him go into heaven.” They immediately 
left the spot from which they saw Him ascend, 
went back into the city, continued for a time to- 
gether in prayer and then went forth under the 
power of the Holy Spirit to evangelize the world. 
As they went forth preaching and teaching, the 
mastering motive that controlled them was that this 
Jesus who was taken up from them, shall so come 
in like manner and He may come at any moment. 

There are those who say that the doctrine of the 
Lord’s Second Coming cuts the cord of the mis- 
sionary spirit and that it discourages all effort to 
evangelize the nations. But this is not according 
to the facts, for the missionary spirit among the 
Evangelists of the past and the present is a suff- 
cient answer in this case. In this connection, let 
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us think of such men who held and taught this 
truth, as Ben Ezra, Joseph Wolf, James McGregor 
Bertram, L. D. Mansfield, Kelley and Hewit- 
son, Andrew Murray of South Africa, and Hud- 
son Taylor of the China Inland Mission. Then we 
should think also of some of the great missionary 
and the evangelistic pastors, who taught and be- 
lieved this truth, as C. H. Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, 
A. J. Gordon, A. T. Pierson, now with the Lord, 
and F. B. Meyer, Jowett, A. C. Dixon, Campbell 
Morgan, and many others whom we might name 
who are still with us. These men have all been 
aflame with missionary zeal. 

This was the hope that inspired Heber, the great 
missionary bishop of the English Church, who 
gave us that glorious missionary hymn, “ From 
Greenland’s Icy Mountains,” and who spent his 
strength and rested from his labours “on India’s 
coral strand.” ‘This was the hope that energized 
Gutzlaff, the opener of China, and that inspired 
the noble Duff, who, under its influence, woke 
moderate Scotland from its lethargy and was the 
pioneer of his race in India. This was the hope 
that inspired and cheered the overjoyed McCheyne 
and Lowrie and Rankin and Lowenthal and a host 
of others. We may go through the different Chris- 
tian bodies at the present time and we will find that 
all those who believe and teach the truth of the 
Lord’s Second Coming are missionary and evan- 
gelistic in their spirit, efforts and outlook. They 
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earnestly labour, as did the apostles of old, to save 
some from the wrath to come. It is not true that 
the hope of our Lord’s Second Coming cuts the 
nerve of missionary work. 


7. A Stabilizing Influence. 

But as we look through the Scriptures again, we 

find that the hope of the Lord’s return exerts a 
stabilizing influence. The twelve tribes which were 
of the dispersion to whom the Apostle James sent 
his epistle, were suffering greatly from the enemy 
on account of their faith and their testimony, and 
to inspire them to fortitude and steadfastness, even 
to strong and stable Christian morale, he writes 
them, saying (5:7, 8), “Be patient therefore, 
brethren, until the coming of the Lord. . 
Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts; for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand.” ‘To inspire them, 
to encourage them under suffering, hardship, afflic- 
tion and insult, etc.—and to urge them to calmness, 
equanimity, perseverance and dogged continuance 
in labour, he calls their fixed attention to the fact 
that “the Coming of the Lord is at hand.” There 
is no truth in the Scripture, which, held in proper 
balance, that will develop that mental and moral 
state which renders one capable of patient endur- 
ance and courage under suffering and in the pres- 
ence of danger. 

Dr. Arthur T. Pierson tells us that during the 
progress of the American War there was a very 
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curious thing occurred in Denver, Colo. It was on 
a day that was very dark and cloudy and the rain 
was descending in torrents. The thunders boomed 
in the distance and the lightning flashed almost 
continuously. The people looked to the mountain 
that exalts itself outside of the city and saw a very 
strange sight. Right on the brow of the mountain, 
the American flag was waving in the midst of the 
only gleam of sunshine that lightened the land- 
scape. The clouds had parted at such a point, 
with reference to the sun, that the only rift in the 
clouds opened a way for the sunbeams to rest on 
the nation’s insignia. The people stood quieted, 
notwithstanding the storm, admiring and wonder- 
ing. This sight called them out into the streets. 
There was the flag, waving in the breeze. How it 
came to be planted there was a mystery. An ex- 
ploring party of the United States had gone up 
on some measurements of the mountain heights 
and they happened to set the American flag there, 
at the precise moment when that rift in the clouds 
permitted the sunbeam to rest upon it. Strange 
as it might seem, that very day Fort Donelson was 
taken and the war for the Union turned its awful 
crisis. The people were in distress and the storm 
was terrible in the extreme, but when they saw 
their flag waving in the breeze, it quieted their 
spirits, strengthened their morale and stabilized 
their thoughts. 

This is an illustration of what the Hope of the 
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Lord’s Second Coming does in many a life. There 
are many clouds above us and there are severe 
storms that sweep across our landscape but there 
is a rift in the clouds, a golden sunbeam, and it 
rests upon that Blessed Hope of the Lord’s Second 
Coming. If we will but keep our eye on that 
Blessed Hope, we will turn the crisis of our life 
gloriously; we will be patient in sorrow and suf- 
fering; patient in unrewarded toil; patient under 
the unrecognized and unappreciated service and 
serving that we render humanity. Our faith will 
be quickened, our lové will be enlarged and glori- 
fied, our hope will be transfixed and our wavering 
thoughts will be stabilized and we will keep true to 
the pole star that is set before us. 


8. An Alarming Influence. 


All of this leads us to say in conclusion, that the 
blessed hope of our Lord’s Second Coming exerts 
an alarming influence, as well. There are three 
classes of people who become alarmed by the 
preaching and teaching of our Lord’s Second 
Coming—the false professors of Christianity, the 
idle Christians and those who constitute the god- 
less social order. When the midnight cry fell upon 
the ears of the sleeping, foolish maidens, it greatly 
excited their apprehension and filled them with 
fear and confusion. They awoke to discover that 
while they slept, their lamps had gone out and they 
were not now ready for the coming of the bride- 
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groom. ‘They became seriously alarmed and began 
running about looking for oil, but it was too late. 
If the cry had been uttered earlier in that night, 
they might have been awakened in time to buy and 
to get themselves ready. There are many false 
professors of Christianity to-day, who, when they 
hear the clear announcement that the Lord is soon 
coming, become very much frightened and con- 
fused. Even though the announcement does alarm 
them, it is better to have them alarmed and awak- 
ened, than to be asleep when the Master returns. 
It may be that in their confusion and running 
about, they will find oil and so be ready when He 
actually arrives on the scene. 

Then as I said, it is alarming to Christian men 
and women who are not engaged in definite Chris- 
tian service for their Master during His absence. 
In the parable there was a man who was given a 
pound of money to invest for his master during 
his master’s absence, but he hid the pound in his 
napkin and spent his time in guarding it instead of 
investing it as he had been told. Why did he not 
invest it? He was afraid to take the risk. He put 
the matter off until it was too late and by and by 
the announcement was made that the master was 
about to appear and he becomes alarmed and con- 
fused and when his master does arrive, has all 
manner of excuses to present why he had not in- 
vested the money. It is good to alarm such a class 
of people. It brings them to their senses and many 
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times sends them to work and to watch for Him 
Who is coming soon. 

The third class that is alarmed by this truth are 
those who constitute the world, or the social order. 
They are out in the darkness. They are in bondage 
to a variety of evils. They are estranged from 
God and rebellious against Him. They are the 
citizens who will not have this Man to reign over 
them. They do not want to hear about His return 
and will not, if they can possibly prevent it, the 
reason being that it sounds the death-knell of their 
gaieties and puts a stop to all their worldliness and 
sin. There is no message that arouses the serious 
thoughts of the world as does the truth that Jesus 
is coming soon. The Glorious Hope which speaks 
of festal joy and gladness for the Bride, the 
Lamb’s wife, announces sadness and gloom for the 
ungodly. 


“Great God, what do I see and hear! 
The end of things created! 
The Judge of all men doth appear, 
On clouds of glory seated: 
The trumpet sounds; the graves restore 
The dead which they contained before ; 
Prepare, my soul, to meet Him. 


The dead in Christ shall first arise 
At the last trumpet’s sounding, 
Caught up to meet Him in the skies, 
With joy their Lord surrounding: 
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No gloomy fears their soul dismay, 
His presence sheds eternal day 
On those prepared to meet Him. 


But sinners, filled with guilty fears, 
Behold His wrath prevailing ; 

For they shall rise, and find their tears 
And sighs are unavailing: 

The day of grace is past and gone; 
Trembling they stand before the throne, 
All unprepared to meet Him, 


Great God, what do I see and hear! 

The end of things created! 

The Judge of all men doth appear, 

On clouds of glory seated: 

Low at His cross I view the day 

When heaven and earth shall pass away, 
And thus prepare to meet Him.” 
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